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prisoners, and isa dangerous example, which ought 
to be reproved, and interdicted from being ‘“re- 
corded for a precedent.” 

15. Resolved, That having observed the blunder- 
ing incompeiency of some of the Heads of De- 
partment, and the intolerant and proscciptive spirit 
which has characterized their conduct towards 
some competent and virtuous public officers, the 
reckless partisan spirit which must have prompted 
the appointment of unworthy and incompetent per- 
sons to important stations; having viewed and con- 
sidered the series of measures constituting the 
system of policy to be pursued by the domi- 
nant party, regarding them as leading to extrava- 
gant and wasteful expenditures, in palpable viola- 
tion of the Constitution, destructive of the rigats of 
the States,and subversive of the liberties of the people, 
the me nbers of this meeting concur in opinien, that 
the dearest interests of the country require the im- 
mediate organization of formal Opposition; and 
that the slumbering Democracy of the land ought 
to be forthwith aroused to a contemplation of the 
dangers which menace them, and onght to be in- 
voked, by an ardent appeal to their jeoparded re- 
publican principles, to exchange the feelings of 
cold indifference and mild fo: bearance, for the spi- 
rit of fieree, manly, but dignified and honorable re- 
sistance. 

16. Resolved, That, to make resistance success- 
ful, timely organ‘zation, concerted action, disinter- 
ested co-operation, are essential; and that, in ad- 
vanc-ment of this object, this meeting respectfu'ly 
recommends a general convention to be holden for 
the State of Virginia, during the next winter or 
spring, at such time and place as shall hereafter be 
fixed by correspondence and agreement. 

17. Resolved, Tha', in the opinion of this meet- 
ing, such convention ought to effect, and establish 
onasolid basis, the re-union of all State Rights 
Republicans, and all advocates of a strict construc- 
tion of the Constitution; ought to secure the cordial 
and harmonious co-operation with them of ail the 
fiiends of rigid economy and strict accouniability; 
and, in such event, will most certainly ensure a 
brilliant triumph of our principles in ‘ this Ancient 
Commonwealih,” and throughout a happily pre- 
served Union. 

18. Resclved, That, in reference to a State con- 
vention, for the diffusion of political information— 
for the speedy and effectual correction of mistakes 
and misrepresentations—for the refutation of the 
false doctrines of arch adversaries—for the better 
propagation of sound Democratic principles, there 
be appointed by the Chair, a general committee of 
correspondence and vigilance, for the county of 
Brunswick, and that the chairman and secretary be 
members of said committee. 

And the foregoing preamble and resolutions hav- 
ing been unanimously adopted, it was, upon mo- 
tion, further 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting 
be signed by the chairman and Secretary, and that 
one copy be transmitied to our Representative in 
Congress, Wittiam O. Goope, Esq. and one copy 
to Sitas Wareart, jr. Esq. a Senator from the State 
of New York, who are hereby respec'fully request- 
ed to present the same to the Houses of Congress 
of which they are respectively members, for their 
information of the opinions and feelings of a por- 
tion of the people of the United States; and that a 
copy be sent to the editors of the Globe, Richmord 
Enquirer, and American Statesman, who are re- 
quested to publish the same in their several news- 
papers. 

And upon motion, it was farther 

Resolved, That, in declining to request either of 
the Senators from this State to become the organ 
of communication, the meeting are net influenced 
by unkind or disrespectful feelings towards those 
gentlemen, or Ly any supposition that either would 
refuse to present these proceedings; but, under the 
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circumstances of an election to the Senate by a Le- 
gislature politically adverse to this meeting, stand- 
ing, as they do, in political oppesition, they could 
not, and ought not, reasonably to be expected to 
sympathize in our cause, or defend our proceedings 
from assaults; therefore, it is deemed an act of de- 
licacy towards them, and of fidelity on our part, to 
our cause, to select, as the organ of communication 
one who, we believe, mainly concurs with us in 
opinions, feelings, and objects—one whem we es- 
teem as a man, and approve as a statesman. 

At having been suggested that the chairman 
should, at his convenience, select and announce the 
committee required by the 18th resolution, and up- 
on motion, a unanimous vole of thanks having been 
tendered to the Chairman and Scretary for the 
satisfactory manner in which they had discharged 
their duties—then, upon motion, the meeting ad- 
journed. 

JOHN JONES, Chairman. 

Geroras Srong, Secretary. 

The bill to provide for the satisfaction of the 
outstanding Choctaw reservations under the 19th 
article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, of 
September, 1830, was put on ils passace. 

Mr. HENDERSON moved to recommit the bill 
with certain ins'ructions, which motion gave rise 
to some remarks from Mr. SEVIER and Mr. 
LINN in support of the bill, and against the mo- 
tion to recommi'; which motion was not agreed to. 

The bill was then passed by the following vote: 

YEAS—VMVessrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Choate, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Morehead, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Phelps, Pierce, Sevier, Siurgeon, Tappan, White, 
Woodbridge, Woodbury, Wright,tand Young—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Berrien, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hun- 
tington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Smith of Indiana, and Southard—15. 

The act establishing duties and drawbacks com- 
ing up as the unfinished business — 

Mr. BERRIEN, pursuant to notice given yester- 
day, moved «hat it be laid onthe table, with a view 
to take up the consideration of the bill to establish 
a Fiscal Corporation. 

Mr. RIVES asked the Senator to withdraw, for 
a moment, his motion. 

Mr. BERRIEN complied with the request. 

Mr. RIVES hoped the Senate would go on with- 
the Revenue bili to-day, and that the other subject 
would be taken up, after the bill before them had 
been disposed of. When the honorable Senator 
gave notice that he would call up the bill to-day, 
aithough the Senator did not expressly state it, 
(Mr. R ) thought it was generally understood that 
the notice had been given under the impression 
that by to-day we should have disposed of the sub- 
ject with which we were occupied. It seemed, 
from the progress of business, that there was no 
probability of disposing of the Revenue bill by to- 
day, and he had not turned his attention to this 
Fiscal Corporation bill. Hedid not feel prepared, 
for one, to take it up to-day. He hoped, therefore, 
that they would go on with the Revenue bill, and 
endeavor 'o dispose of it as speedily as possiole, 
which might be to-day, or to-morrow, he hoped, 
and then to take up the other. He suggested to 
the Senator not to insist on his motion. 

Mr. CLAY said that he was, of course, ready 
tosubmii to any arrangement which the Senate 
might prefer; but it certa:nly had been the general 
understanding at the adjournment yesterday that 
the Bank bili was to be taken upto day. Under 
that understanding, Mr.C. had himself come to 
the Senate to-day. It the Revenue bill was to be 
taken up, he should like to re/er to Some statistieal 
tables which he had not now with him; he would 
not say, however, that he was unprepared to pro- 
ceed with that bill, if sach were the pleasure of the 
Senate. In regardto the Bank bill, he would 
merely say that itcame to the Senate from the 








Committee on Finance precisely in the form in 
which it had been sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives; it was a bill to establish a Bank of Ex- 
change; it was just the half of that whole, which, 
as he understood, the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Rives] had been prepared to advocate; though but 
half the loaf, it still was better than no bread; and, 
althought 1: was tora Bank not exactly such as 
Mr. C. could desire, he was nevertheless prepared 
to voteforit. It wasnot without reluctance that 
he had brought up his mind to that point, but, hav- 
ing done so. he had now come to the Senate to 
give that voe. He should, however, abide the 
command of the Senate; if they chose to proceed 
with the Revenue bill, he was ready. 

Mr. ARCHER said that, personally, he was in- 
different which bill was taken up, but as his col- 
league had expressed a wish for further delay, it 
would be inconsistent with that courtesy he had 
ever found exercised toward himself to refuse the 
request. He had made up his mind as to the vote 
he should give on the Bank bill. 

Mr.CLAY. ‘Which way?” 

Mr. ARCHER replied that in some of the con- 
sultations which the Whigs had held among them- 
selves as to this bill, the Senator from Kentucky 
had declared his purpose to hold himself in re- 
serve as to bis vote, and Mr. A. claimed for him- 
self the same right; and in present circumstances 
his vote might count for something; but, inasmuch 
as the Senator had avowed his determination, Mr. 
A. should do the same. He shouid vote for the 
bill. Bat he could not see it consistent with par- 
liamentary courtesy to insist on his colleague being 
called up to give his vote now. As Mr. A. was 
very desirous that his colleague’s vote should ac- 
cord with his own, (and as he was not without 
some hope that such might be the result,) he hoped 
the Senate wonld grant him the indulgence of a 
little further time to consider the subject. 

Mr. CALHOUN was reluctant to show any 
want of courtesy; but he really was very desirous 
the Senate should go on with the Bank bill, as had 
yesterday been proposed. Many gentlemen were 
very desirous to leave the city, being pressed by 
very urgent private business; yet he must say that 
until this Bank bill should have been either passed 
or defeated, and until the requisite time had been 
afforded the President to act upon it, there was not 
the slightest hope of an adjournment. He there- 
fore desired that that which had to be despatched 
first should now be taken up first. The subject had 
been long before every gentleman, and he really 
could not think of granting the indulgence asked 
by the Senator from Virginia. 


Mr. RIVES said that gentlemen had entirely 
mistaken the whole spirit and purpose of his re- 
marks. He asked no favors. He felt bimself as 
well prepared to go on with the Bank bill as other 
gentlemen, and he had asked that the Revenue bill 
should be proceeded with only on the general prin- 
ciple which he thought ha’! been agreed to at 
the outset, that when cnce a subject was taken up, 
it should not be abandoned or suspended till it was 
finally disposed of. As to the bill, he had no pur- 
pose of non-committal. In the shape the bill now 
stood, he could not and should not vote in its fa- 
vor. He was anxious to vote for it, and, if modi- 
fied, he possibly mightdoso. The Senator from 
South Caro'ina had spoken of the necessity of al- 
lowing the President a good deal of time to make 
up his mind. 

Mr. CALI 

























YUN, interposing. No; not at all. 
I meant only ‘o say that the bill should be dis- 
posed of, one way or the other, before we can ad- 
journ; and we must, if necessary, allow the Presi- 
dent his ten days, as required in the Constitu- 
tion. 

Mr. BERRIEN explained. As far as his per- 
sonal feeivg: and wishes were concerned, he 
should desire ‘0 accommodate the Senator from 
Virginia, (Mr. Rrvxs,) but he acted under instrac- 
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tions fr ‘ee, and, in pursuance with 
those in ')+c¢ ious, be uwow renewed the motiun that 
the Sen te ‘ake up the bill to establish a Fiscal 
Corpora on. 

Mr. » OODBURY said the understanding cer- 
tainly ha been that the Bank bili shoul be taken 
up, and th+ Revenue Lill laid aside to make room 
for it. He hoped that would be done 

The question being taken, it was decided in the 
affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Benton, Ber- 
rien, Buchanan, Calhoun, Choate, Clay of Alaba- 
ma, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Cashbert, Dixon, 
Fulton, Graham, Henderson, Hantington, Ker, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, 
Mou'on, Nichoison, Porter, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Sturgeon, 
‘s'allmadge, White, Woodbridge, and Wood- 
bury—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Evans, King, 
Merrick, Phelps,‘Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Tappan, Walker, Wright, and Young—14. 

“FISCAL CORPORATION” BILL. 

Oa motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the bil! trom the 
House, “to provide for the collection, safc keeping, 
and disbursement of the public revenue, by means 
of a corporation, to be styled the Fiseal Corpora- 
tion of the United States,” was then taken up, as 
in committee of the whole; and, having been read 
through by the Secretary, was open to amendment. 

Mr. BERRIEN, asthe chairman of the commil- 
tee who deported the bil, took the floor, and spoke 
for upwards of two hours in supportof the bill, 
and setting forth ‘he views of the committee. He 
described the provisions of the bill, comparing in 
in its material points wih the bill which had before 
pas-ed the Senate. He first examiued the consti- 
iutionality, and then the three modes in which the 
revenue of tie Government could be collected— 
first, by the employ of salaried agents, or the Sub- 
Treasury system; second, by the means of Siate 
banks, which was the Deposite system; and, third- 
ly, by the employ of a private corporation, which 
wassuch an agent as wascontemplated by this bill. 
The first two, he as.erted, had been condemned, and 
the adoption of such a sysiem only remained. He 
then went in'o an examination of the principles of 
the bill, particularly its limitation to exchanges; 
and examining the President’s message at the com- 
mencemen! of ihe session, the report o! the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, his subsequent plan of a 
Bank, intended to avoid constitutional difficu.ty, 
and the President’s Veto Message; he expressec 
his decided opinion that it would receive the sanc- 
tion of the co-ordinate Department, the aid of 
which was necessary, in order to its becoming a 
law. He concluded, by asking tha! the bill be read 
through ia the usual manner, by sections, for the 
purpose of amendment, if any should be offered. 

Mr. KING said it was unnecessary to consume 
the time in again reading the bill, as it has just 
been read. 

The reading was dispensed with, and no amend- 
ments being offered, the bill was reported to the 
Senate. 

The question was about being taken on ordering 
the bill to a third reading, when 

Mr. CLAY rose. He had only afew words to 
say. The bill before them did not propose the 
establishment cof such a Bank, as he thought the 
interest of the county required, the Constitution 
authorized, and the people expected. It was 
short—far short of that; but nevertheless the bil! 
proposed the establishment of a bank which 
would accomplish two of the great objecis, which 
any bank could effect; the one was the regula- 
tion of the exchanges of the country, and the other, 
the supply of a currency possessing an uniform 
value throughout the Union. It being a bill of 
this description, that would accomplish some good, 
the question presented itself to his mind, whether 
he should withhold his vote from it, because it did 
notal| the good which was devirel. Oa such a 
quesuon he went for doing as much good as he 
ceuld, in the various spheres of life in which he 
might be placed. He should vote for this bill, 
therefore, because, although it did not all the good 
which might be effected from an institution of this 
kind, it did much—a great deal. 
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Mr. BENTON said he had an amendment to 
offer which the Sesate would presently 
see was of great importance. It was, 
to strike out from the ninth line of the first section 
the word “States.” It was in that provision as- 
signing seventy thousand shares to individual com- 
panies, corporations, or States. This was a new 
kind of stockholders: a new description of copart- 
ners with stockjobbers ina banking corporation. 
States had no right to be seduced into such compa- 
ny: he would therefore move to have to have them 
strack ont: let the word “States” be taken out of 
that line. To comprehend the full force and 
bearing of this amendment it would be necessary 
to keep in view that the sixteenth section of this 
charier designates the Fiscal Corporation, the 
Treasury of the United States. It expressly says 
that— 

“All public moneys in deposite in said corporation, or stand- 
ing on its books to the creditof the T'reasurer, shall be taken 
and deemedto bein the T'reasury of the United States, and 


all payments made by the Treasurer shall be in checks drawn 
on said corporation.”’ 


Yes, sir, ‘his Fise is to be the Treasu- 
ry of the United States; and the Treasury 
of the United States is to be converted 
into a corporation, and not only forced into part- 
nership with individuals, companies aud corpora- 
tions, but into joint stock co-partnership with the 
States. Th: General Government is to appoint 
three directors, and the rest of the partners will 
have the appointment of the o'her six. The cor- 
porators will be two to one against the General 
Government, and they wil! of couse have the ccn- 
trol of the Treasury of this Union in their bands. 
Now he was fersticking to the Constitution not 
only in spirit and meaning, but to the letter; and 
the Consti:ution gives no authority to individuals, 
companies, corporations, and States, to take the 
public Treasury of the Union out of the hands of 
the General Government. The General Govern- 
ment alone, and acting independently of any such 
control, is required by the Constiiution to manage 
iis own fiscal affairs. Here it is proposed to re- 
tain only one-third of the control of this Treasury 
in the hands of the General Government—the 
other two-ihirds may fall exclusively into the hands 
of the States, and thus the Treasury of the whole 
Union may be at the disposal of such 
Siates as can contrive to possess themselves 
of the two-thirds of the stock they are author zed 
to take. If it is the object to let those States have 
the funds f the Treasury to apply to their ewn 
use, the sch me is well con'rived to attain that end. 
He, however, was determined not to let that pian 
be carried with: ut Jetting the people know who 
were its supporters; he should, therefore, demand 
the yeas and nays un his amendment. 

Mr. BERRIEN explained that the objection 
raised against the sixteenth section was merely 
technica!. The words did not convert the Bank 
into the United States Treasury; they merely pro- 
vided for a conformity with laws regulating the 
lodement and withdrawal of Treasury funds. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
which was rejected, as follow-: 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, 
Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentacky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Merderson, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 


Porter, Prentiss, Pres'on, Rives, 3immons, Smith of 


Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, and Wood 
bridge—28. 

Mr. BENTON then moved to strike out from 
the same line, in the same section, the word *‘cor- 
porations ” Improving on the hint that this Fis- 
cality was to be the Treasury of the United States, 
the litile pet banks would, no doubt, club together 
to buy up the two-thirds of the stock, which woald 
give them the control of the Treasury funds. The 
late United Siates Bank had means yet to keep a 
cohort of lawyers, agents, cashiers, and directors, 
who would not lose sight of the hint, and who were 
panting to plunge their hands into Uncle Sam’s 
pocket, There was nothing to prevent the corpo- 








rators of the lat: United States Bank becoming the 
sole owners of these two-thirds of the sfock in the 
new Fiscality. It would be a race between them 
and the States, which shou'd grab all. 

The sixteenth fundamental rule of the eleventh 
section is the point where we are to find the con- 
stitutionality of this Fiscality. The little pet 
banks of every State may be employed as agents, 
This isa tempting bait for every insolvent institu- 
tion in want of Treasury funds to strain every 
nerve and resort to every possible scheme for pos- 
sessing themselves of the control of the funds of 
the United States. This object was to defeat such 
machinations. On this amendment he would de- 
mand the yeas and nays. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, Mc- 
Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Rives, Se- 
vier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—2l1. 

NAYS—Messr;. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hun‘ington, Kerr, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Preniiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indi- 
ava, Ta!!madge, White and Woodbridge— 26. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky here asked and obtain- 
ed leave to present a petition from cilizens of Erie, 
Pennsy!vania, in behalf of the establishment cf a 
United States Bank. He said it was right thai the 
voice of the petitioners should be heard. He would 
merely ask the peiition to be laid on the table. 

Mr. RIVES rose, and stated that the chairman 
of the Select Commitiee, [Mr. Beraien,] in his ex- 
pose of the present bill, had referred to the amend- 
ment to the former bill, which he [Mr. Rives] had 
proposed, with a view of showing that this bill 
conformed to that proposition. This was a great 
mistake. The essential pointin his proposition 
was evaded in the provision relied upon by the 
chairman of the commiitee. Hs (Mr. Rives’s) 
proposition was precise and definite as to the ex- 
clusion of discounts in every shape and form; 
whereas this bill authorizes, in effect, the discount- 
ing to any extent of bi!!s of exchange; for there was 
essentially no difference between discounting a 
promissory note, not due for a given time, and ad- 
vancing money on a bill drawn by one person on 
another, and not payable till a distant day, deduct- 
ing the interest on the money advanced, for the 
time the bill has to run to maturity. This is in 
subsiance discounting, just as much as if the ope- 
ration Was On promissory notes. The meaning of 
his proposition, and he felt convinced no other 
meaning could be given to the expressions in the 
President’s veto message, was to limit the Bank to 
‘‘dealing ia exchange:;” that is, purchasing or sell- 
ing cash drafts, payable on demand, and drawn in 
one place, but payable in another: thus facilitating 
and equalizing as nearly as possible the exchanges 
of the country. This was the understanding in 
all foreign countries of the term “dealing in ex- 
changes,” and did not include dealing in bills of 
exchange payable at a distant day. Another essen- 
tial difference between his (Mr. Rives’s) proposi- 
tion, and the principle of this bill was, that this bill 
assumes aright of establishing agencies in the se- 
veral States, provided they limit their banking ope- 
ration to dealing in foreign bills of exchange, or bills 
of exchange drawn in one State or Ter:i'ory and 
payable in another; whereas his proposition re- 
quired the assent of the States to the establishment 
of agencies within their borders. Unless these two 
features of the present bill were changed, and made 
to conform to his proposition, he could not vote 
for it. 

Mr. BERRIEN denied that there was any diffe- 
rence in principle between the provisions of this 
bill, and the proposition of the Senator from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Rives,] offered as an amendment to the 
late Bank bill; and maintained that the present 
bill was strictly in conformity with the require- 
ments of the President’s message. He made vari- 
ous quotations in support of these assertions. 

Mr. RIVES replied, pointing out the precise dif- 
ference between the principle involved in both bis 
proposition and the veto message of the Presi- 
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dent, and the bill now under consideration. In |] value of the stuck, which they rendered valuable 


support of this exposition, he referred to his 
speeches on the late Bank bili and those on the veto 
message. His opinions being thus on record, he 
would leave them to speak for themselves. 

Mr. BENTON fully concurred with the Sena- 
tor from Virginia, (Mr. Rives,} that cashing bills 
of exchange was just ax much a discounting ope- 
ration as discounting promissory notes; it was, in 
faet, infinitey worse. It was the greatest 
absurdity in the world, to suppose that 
the flimsy humbug of calling the discounting 
of bills of exchange—gamblers’ kites, and race- 
horse bills of exchange—a “‘dealing in exchanges’ 
in exchanges” within the meaning of the terms 
used in the President’s veto message. As if the 
President could be bamboozled by such a shallow 
humbug. Only look atthe operation under this 
bill. A needy adventurer goes to one of these 
agencies, and offers his promissory note wit secu- 
rities in the o!d fashioned way, but is t-ld itcan- 
not be discounted--the law is againstit. The law, 
however, may be evaded if he put his note ito 
another shade, making one of his sureties the 
drawer, and making the other, who lives beyond 
the State line, his drawee, in favor of himself, as 
endorser; and in that shape the kite will be cashed, 
deducting the interest and a per{centage besides in 
the shape of exchange. Here is discount added to 
usury; and is not that worse than discounting pro- 
missory notes} Why, sir, in Kentucky,a man 
need but take a skiff and cross the river to obtain 
an acceptor of another State for his kite, and then 
return and get it discounted under the pretence of 
selling this bank agency a “bill of exchange.” 

Mr. BenTon here went into lengthened historical 
details of foreigo exchanges, and showed that in all 
parts of the world, both bills or notes for the pay- 
ment of money at a future day, when cashed be- 
fore maturity, were called discounts 

Having shown all this, he (Mr. Benton) said 
he would now go on with his amendments. After 
the word © corporations,” in the ainth line ot the 
first section, he would move to insert the words: 
‘Phe corporators in said corporation being citizens 
of the United Siates” He had no notion of put- 
ting the Treasury of the United States into the 
hands of foreigners; let those who had, show their 
hands: he would require the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BERRIEN considered the amendment un- 
necessary. There was already a provision that 
none bat citizens of the United States should take 
the original stock. The only effect of the amen|!- 
ment would be to lessen the value of the stock. 

Mr. BENTON replied, showing the fallacy of 
= secusily on which the Senator from Georgia re- 
ied 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
which was decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRo- 
berts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—19. 

NAYS —Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Ber- 
rien, Clay of Kentucky, Clayten, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of In- 
diana, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—26. 


Mr. BENTON had another amendment to offer. 
It was in the eleventh fundamental rule of the 
eleventh section of this Fiscality charter, wherein 
liberty is given to transfer stock. That rule 
was: 


“The stock of the said corporation shall be assignable and 
transferable, according to such rules as shall be instituted in 
that behalf by the bye-laws and ordinances of the same,” 

He (Mr. Benton) was not for leaving it in the 
power of these corporators, by the bye-laws, to au- 
thorize the transfer of this stock to foreigners, and 
thereby giving them the control of the Treasury of 
this Union. He moved to insert after the word 
“transterable,” the words “‘to citizens of the United 
States, and none others.” 

Mr. BERRIEN hoped the amendment would 
not prevail. The original subscribers would be 
citizens of the United States. To debar them from 
transferring their stock, would be to lessen the 





by becoming the purchasers of it. 

Mr. BENTON observed that it was a strange 
argument that the paliry difference of value in the 
private shares of this Corporation should ou weigh 
the danger of confiding the Un:'ei States Treasury 
to the hands of foreigners! 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and decided in the negative—yeas 2(), nays 27. 

Mr. WALKER moved an amendment, requir- 
ing that the bills in which the Bank should deal 
should be drawn at short dates, and on goods al- 
ready actually shipped. 

It was negatived by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Falton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Piere:, Rives, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Woodbury, Wright and Young—21. 

NAYS—Mersrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huniing'on, Ker, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge— 
Q7. 

Mr. ALLEN moved an amendment to make the 
directors, in case of suspension, personally liable 
for the debts of the Bank. 

This was nezatived as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, Me- 
Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pieree, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berien, 
Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Presion, Rives, Simmons, Smithof Indiana, 
S.uthard, Talimadze, White, and Woodbridge— 
28. 

Mr. PRESTON (it now being about 5 o’lock) 
moved to adjourn. 

Mr. SEVIER demanded the yeas, and the mo- 
tion was negatived—yeas 16 nays 32. 

Mr. BENTON offered another amendment, to 
strike out 10 and insert 50 per cen'. as the pro- 
portion of the stock to be paid down by other sub- 
scribers than the Government. 

It was voted down as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthber', Falton, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Mou'on, Nicholson, 
Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connecticu', S:argeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—2!1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bere 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Talimadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—28 

The question being now on ordering the bill to 
its third reading— & 

Mr. ARCHER expressed a desire to address the 
Senate, and moved an adjournment. 

Which motion prevailing, yeas 28, nays 18— 

The Senate, a little before sandown, adjouraed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepwispay, September 1, 1841. 
The journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 


Mr. STUART of Illinois introduced to the 
House his colleague, the Hon. Zanox Casey, mem- 


ber elect from that State, who was qualified and 
took his seat. 


Mr. ADAMS asked the House at this time 


to take up and act upon the following resolu- 
tions: 

1. Resolved, That the investment in the stocks of the several 
States of this Union of funds held by the Government of the 
United States in trust, is, to the amountof the sums so invested, 
and of the interest thereon, an assumption by the United States 
of the debts of the said several States, inthe event of their failure 
punctually to pay the same. 

2. Resolved, That the purchase, by authority of any Execu- 
tive Department of the Government of the United States, of the 
bonds of any of the States of this Union, at their nominal value, 



























or with a premium thereon, and the subsequent sale of the same 
bonds at a discount, is an unwarrantable and wasteful dilan! da- 
tion of the public funds. 


3. Resolved, That it is the duty of the Executive Govern- 
ment of the United States to require of the Government of cack 
andevery State of this Union, in whose stocks investmenis ef 
the public moneys held in trast by the Government of the Uni- 
ted States have been made, punctual payment,t a specie or its 
equivalent, of the interest stipulated in the said stocks, and re- 
payment of the principals as soon as possible, by the terme ef 


the contracts upon which such stocks have severally been 
issued 


4. Resolved, That the further investment of any publis funds 
of the United States in stocks of the several Statesough tforth- 
with to be prohibited by law; and that the Comm ttee of 
Ways and Means be instrucied to repert a bill for that 
purpose, 


Mr. UNDERWOOD said that the first reso- 
lution of the series asseried a principle which he 
was not willing to sanction. 

After some conversation, the House took up, 
and, without debate, adopied the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the further investment of any public funds 
of the United States in stocks ofthe several States ought forth- 
with to be prohibited by law; and that the Commitieof Ways 
and Means be instructed to report a bill fur that purpese, 

The other three resolutions lie over. 

Mr. RANDOLPH, from the Committee on En- 
rolled bills, reported that the committee had ex- 
amined, and found correct, the act appropriating 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to 
grant pre-emption rights. 

Also,the act making an appropriation for the 
funeral expenses of William Henry Harrison, 
deceased, late President of the United States. 

Which said bills severally received the signature 
of the Speaker. 

A message was received from the Senate, 
through A Dickens, esq. Secretary, informing the 
House that the Senate bad passed the bill making 
appropriations for the Post Office Department, 
with an ameadment, and asking the concurrence 
of the House therein. 

Mr. WOOD of New York, asked leave to offer 
the following resolution: 

Reso!ved, That the Secretary ofthe Treasury be requested 
to intorm this House, at as early a day as pracucable, whether 
the late transfer of the public moneys from the Merchants’ 
Bank of New York to the Bank of Commerce of New York, 
was caused by want of confidence in the stability and sound: 
ness of the former institution; and whether the one million of 
the twelve million loan, said to have been taken by the Kank 
of Commerce, was negotiated in consequence of any agree- 
ment, verbal or in writing, imphed or direct, that the said 


Bank should become the Government depository at New 
York. 


Objection being made, the resolution was no 
received. 

THE CASE OF McLEOD. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution, heretofore offered by Mr. J. 
G. Fioyp of New York: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform this House, if not incompatible with the 
public interest, whether any officer of the Army or the Attor- 
ney General of the United States has, since the 4th of March 
last, been directed to visit the State of New York for any put- 
ose connected with the imprisonment or trial of Alexander 
Mele d; and, ifso, t@ communicate to this House copies of 
the instructions to, and report of, such officer; and whether, by 
any Executive measures or correspondence, the British Go- 


vernment has been given to understand that Mr. McLeod will 
be released or surrendered. 


Mr. BUTLER of Kentucky said that the ex- 
traordinary course of the remarks of some gentle- 
men who had pr ceded him in the discussion of 
this subject, had created in hima desire to say 
something inreply tothem; and although that de- 
sire had in a great measure passed away with the 
feeling that occasioned it, he would avail himself 
of the present most unexpected opportunity to 
make a brief reply. Though he differed with the 
Secretary of State, in all that he has written and 
said in relation to the burning of the Caroline—and 
his purpose in rising was toexpress some of his 
views in relation to that matter—yet he had another 
object in view, and that was to reply to some of the 
wanton and bitter attacks that have been make on 
the Democratic party and President Van Buren, by 
those gentlemen who hare defended Mr. Webster’s 
conduct, under the circumstances which form the 
occasion of the present discussion. We have been 
charged, said he, with stimulating this nation into 
a war for base and unworthy purposes. The 
gentlemen who made these charges of a criminal 
nature, against a whole party, would be the last 
persons te insinuate them againstany individual 
member of that party. He looked upon that man 
who would attempt to stimulate the nation into q 
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war, with the same comtempt that he lookid 
Gpon the man who woud skulk from the 
deience of his country when it was in danger. 
The Democratic party, however, knew too well on 
whose shoulders the defence of the country would 
fall, should a war ensue. 

He understood the gentleman from New York 
{[Mr. Howry to say that President Van Baren was 
justly chargeable with the burning o! t»e Caroline, 
and all the misfortanes which arose out of it. He 
understood him specifically to charge that the Pre- 
sident, for his own base political purposes, and 
with the view of obtaining the vote of New York 
for his own friends, had forborne to issue his pro- 
clamation of neutrality until it was too late to pre- 
vent mischief, and that if he had issued it, it 
would have prevented those occurrences which led 
to the barning of the Caroline. Now, sir, let me 
tell the gentleman that he is paying his own no- 
ble State a very shabby compliment, when he tell« 
us thather favor can be won by snch unworthy 
means. Let me also tell him that precisely a di'- 
ferent charge was made against Mr. Van Buren 
during the same ‘time by members on this floor, 
for executing the laws with too much rigor. He 
would ask, however, if Mr. Van Buren was at 
this period so hard pushed? He would ask if hv 
friends, in six months after his election by a trium- 
phant majority, found it necessary to resort to such 
expedients to sustain him? Why, who was he 
afraid of? Of General Harrisou? He had bea- 
ten him two to one. Of Mr. Clay? His own 
friends, despairing of electing him, were willing to 
aes his claius in favor of another candidate. 

e Whig party? The incongruous e'ements of 
which that party was composed when 1 triumphed 
at the late election, was still in i's original chaos. 
The Northern Abolitionist and the Southern slave- 
holder had not yet been drilled to pul! in the same 
harness together: and the shreds and patches oi 
which the present Whig party was composed had 
not been collected together. Mr. B. said he would 
point the gentieman te what Mr. Van Buren did 
do. He would point him to his orders to the Dis- 
trict Attorney to prosecute with the utmost rigors 
of the law any infractions of the neutrality of the 
country. He would point the gentleman to an au- 
thority which he, and those which took the British 
side of the question, would not gainsay. It was 
that of Lord Palmerston himself, whose statement 
of the affair relieved Mr. Van Buren trom any im- 
putations. Allthat the gentleman hai said was 
the fevered! dreams of his own imagination, and he 
would leave him to settle the matter with his con 
stituents. He would now turn to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusnina.}] He com 
plained that the gentleman from Penusy.vania, 
{Mr. Inaersout,] not content with meeting Mr. 
Webster in a fair and manly argument on nationai 
law, had made an ungenerous attack on his pa- 
triotism. Now he hada right to expect that the 
gentleman from Massachuseit would have avoid- 
ed the fault that he imputed to ancther 

He expected from the gentleman a discussion on 
national law; but how much was he as'onished the 
next day, on reading his speech in the Intell: 
gencer, and finding him making a mos' virulent at- 
tack on the conduct and reputation of Mr. Van 


Baren. The gentleman referred to the letter of 


instructions of Mr. Van Baren to our Minister at 
the Court of St. James, and compared it with the in- 
structions of Mr. Webster to the AtiornewGene- 
ral; speaking of the latter as breathing the states- 
man and patriot throughout, while he characte- 
rizes the former as infamous. Mr. B. said he 
would not repeat the harsh and offensive terms in 
which the gentleman had spoken of Mr. Van Bn- 
ren’s letter; he would read what the gentleman 
said from his printed speech, in order that th- 
House might see the length to which his invectives 
wete carried. 

{Here Mr. B. read extracts from Mr. Cosmina’s 
speech. ] 

The gentleman spoke of comparing the two let- 
ters tegether. But did he think of comparing the 
thing we complain of with the thing he complains 
of? No: that would be next to madness. The 
gentleman shrinks from that compari-on, and goes 
on to compare not the thing we complain of with 














the Jeter of Mr. Van Buren, bni the beautiful 
composition of Mr. Websier, written forty days 
after complying with the British Minister's insult- 
ing demands, and intended to cover over the in- 
structions to Mr. Crittenden; after which he cha- 
racierizes Mr. Van Buren’s letter as a monument 
of ignominy. Now Mr, B. said he would make 
the same reply that a dignified farmer of Kentucky 
did to a Jawyer. The lawyer prosecuted the 
farmer for a slander, and in the course of the trial 
took occasion to heap on him all the abuse and in- 
vecitive of which the bilingsgate vocabulary is 
capable. Yet the jury, without leaving their box, 
pronounced a verdict of acquittal. The verdict 
of an honest and intelligent jury, sad the 
farmer, is asufficient answer to all your abuse. 
Just so it was with Mr. Van Buren. His letter 
had made a great noise in the country; had been 
extensively cirenlated and read, and bad been as- 
sailed with the utmost virulence by the opposite 
party. Yetihe bighest jury on earth, the Ameri- 
ean people, had pronounced the acquittal of Mr. 
Van Buren by electing him to the Chief Macis- 
tracy. The gentleman complained that the pa- 
triotism o. Mr. Webster not only bad been as- 
sailed, but thatthe gentleman from Pennsylvania 
had had the temerity to attack that most beautiful 
of letters which the patriotic Secretary wrote to 
Mr. Fox. 


knew of but one that would compare with 
it, and that was the proclamation of General Hull, 
just before surrendering the Northwestern ar- 
my to the British. Both letters had become 
matiers of public history, an! would be 
be piaced alongside of Mr. Webster’s speech and 
vote againsi ihe proposition to make a contingent 
appropriation ‘o protect ‘he country from French 
invasion, and in alinding to which subsequently, 
the venersble member from Massachusetts said 
that the genileman’s nextstep would have been to 
have joined the enemy. 

Mr. B. then went on to discuss the question in- 


volved in the resolution, and commenced by re- | 


ferring to the argument of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Barnanp] yesterday, whose whole 


argument seemed to him to be an attempt | 


to set aside the decision of the Supreme | 
Court of his owa State. The gentleman’s | 
argument reminded him of a story he had heard | 
of a drunken Irishman, who went to fight a tilt- | 


hammer, and who kept flourishing bis arms for an 


hour, without being able to get alick atit. So it | 
He made numerous | 


was with the gentleman. 
hlows at this tilt-hammer, without being able to hit 


itonee. The gentleman and those who argue on 


the British side of the question, say that the burn- | 


ing of the Caroline was an actof war, and being 
so, all the persons concerned in it were not an- 


swerable to our criminal laws; and that if we | 


punish McLeod for murdering this man, whom he 
speaks of as a “poor devil,” we will exonerate the 
British Government from any responsibility for the 


act. The wholeerror of the gen'leman and his friends | 


consisted in this: they took no distinction between 
the different kinds of war. They did not diserimi- 
nate between public war, which could alone be au- 


thorized by the severeigu and private war, which | 


was the act of individuals or inferior officers. Mr. 
B, then went into an argument on the points of 


national law involved in the question, replying to | 


the arguments of the gentlemen on the opposite 


side who bad preceded him, and commenting with | 
much force and ability on the course of Mr. Web. | 
ster, and the views taken by the British Govern. | 


men'—continuing this branch of his argument till 


he was cut off by the expiration of the morning | 


hour. 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana, moved that the House 
adjourn. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked Ahe House to take 
up the Post office bill for the purpose ol con- 
curring in the amendment made thereto by the Se- 
nate. 

Mr. WISE said that it was now twenty mi- 
nutes after eleven o'clock, and already there had 
been a motion made to adjourn. We should not, 
said he, adjourn till we do all the business thatis on 
the table, and when that is done, we shall have 


a TT 


Now he (Mr. B.) would admit that it | 
vas a beautiful piece of composition, and he | 








eee | 
nothing to do but wait for the action of the other 
Honse. What then, said Mr. W. was the neces- 
sity for the apprication of the previous question, 
which was so want only applied yesterday to an im- 
portant bill, and one on which discussion might 
have been profitable? 

The motion to adjourn, after some conver. 
sation, was put, and, by yeas 51, nays 98, was re- 
jected. 

The House then took up the Post Office bill 
and, without debate, coocurred in the amendment 
of the Senate, which provides that, of the money 
appropriated by the bill, “$15 000 are hereby ap- 
propriated to enable the Audiwr of said Depart- 
ment to purchase account books for his office, and 
to bring up arrears of its business; Provided, That 
in virtue hereof no clerk shall be employed fora 
longer period than one year.” 

Mr. PROFFIT, leave having been denied, 
moved a suspension of the rule, to enable him to 
offer the following resolution: 

Whereas the Secretary of War, in his reportof3lst May, 
1841, makes use of the following language: 

“The attention of the Department hasbeen directed to the 
subject of Indian treaties, and particularly to the manner in 
which some of those recently made have been executed, in- 
volving the disbursement of largesums of money for the emi- 
gration and subsistence of Indians. ; 

“The frauds that have been practised in the Southwest have 
been, to some extent, inquired into, but a full disclosure of all 
the facts hasnot been arrived at. Enough has, however, been 
brought to light to establish the conviction that certain con- 
tractors have realized the most enormous profits, the greater por- 
tion of which is believed to have been the direct fruit of gross 
fraud upon the Government or the Indians, practised by brib- 
ing some of the subordinate instruments tn the public employ- 
ment, or through the mismanagement of higher public agents, 
who can only screen themselves trom the suspicion of a conni- 
vance in the frauds by submitting to the imputation of gross 
negligence, ignorance, or incompetency tn the performance of 
their duty. 

“From the involved character of these transactions and the 
difficulty of procuring full and precise information, it has been 
found impossible as yet to fix upon the point where these frauds 
commenced, or to ascertain the boundaries of responsibility 
among the numerous public officers and agents, throuzh whose 
direct or indirect instrumentality, connivance, or ignorance, the 
contractors were able to consummate their unprincipled de- 
signs. This investigation has been prosecuted with the most 
painful reluctance, though persevered in under a paramount 
sense of duty; and enough has been disclosed to suggest an in- 
quiry whether the guilty recipients may not be compelled 
to refund their iniquitous gains to the Treasury by process 
of law.” 

And whereas three months have now elapsed, and no 
further information has been given to this House of the na- 
ture or extent of the frauds ailuded to or of the persons engaged 
therein; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to lay before 
this House the namesof the persons engaged in such frauds, 
and the extent of the frauds, as faras they have come to the 
knowledge of the War Department. 

Pending which motion— 

The House, on motionof Mr. ARNOLD, ad- 


journed. 





SENATE. 
Tnorspay, September 2, 1841. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
citizens of Philadephia, asking \hat a duty may be 
imposed on the introduction of chloride of lime; 
which was !aid upon the table. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the preamble and re- 
solutions of the Republicans of Amelia county, 
Virginia, condemning, in strong language, the mea- 
sures of the present session, and approving of the 
recent velo of President Tyler; which were read, 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from the 
stonecutters formerly employed on the public 
bnildings, asking that appropriations may be made 
during the prevent session to continue the same. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee ‘on the 
Library, reported the bill from the House making, 
appropriations for the removal of the statue of 
Washington, and placing itin the Rotunda of the 
Capitol, without amendment; which was considered 
in Committee of the Whole, and read a third time 
and pas-ed. 

The bill to establish a Fiscal Corporation com- 
ing up as the unfinished business of yesterday, and 
the question being on ordering the bill to its third 
reading— ; 

Mr. ARCHER addressed the Senate at length in 
favor of the constitutionality of the measure, and 
in endeavoring to demonstrate that it was in con- 
sunance with the opinions heretofore expressed by 
the President. 

Mr. BUCHANAN replied to Mr. Arcamr, 
contrasting the present bill with the one vetoed by 
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the President, and demonstrated that the kite-flying 
facilities and powers of the Bank discounting bills 
of exchange, instead of the ordinary bills, were 
shown by the well established history of this sort 
of dealing to be, in every shape, worse. It would 
be ab usurious, speculating, political contrivance, 
having the very Worst ieatures of the banking sys- 
tem. 

A long and animited debate ensued, in which 
Messrs CLAY of Kentucky, BUCHANAN, 
WALKER, VALHOUN, RIVES, LINN, KING, 
and WR'IGH PF participated. 

Mr. PRESTON then got the floor, and aiter 
speaking at some leng th, moved an adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr. SEVIER made an appeai to the Senator to 
withdraw his motion, and permit the vote to be 
taken on ordering the bill to be enzrossed. 

Mr. PRESTON withdrew the motion, and 

Mr. PIERCE seconded the appeal of the Sena- 
nator from Arkansas, and hoped that the vote 
would be taken on ordering the bill to a third 
reading. 

Mr. BERRIEN would not consent that the vote 
should be taken, until he bad an opportunity of 
answering the remarks of Mr. Bucnanan. 

Mr. CALHOUN, and other Democratic Sena- 
lors expressed their willinguess to listen to the 
Senator, and hoped he would proceed. 

Mr. BERRIEN thanked the Senators for their 
courtesy, but would prefer speaking to-morrow, 
and moved that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. SEVIER eailed for the ayes aud noes, which 
were ordered, and the question beinn takeo, it was 
carried in the aflirmative—ayes 28, noes 18. 

And the Senate adjourned, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, Sepiember 2, 1541. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. CROSS of Arkansas introduced Mr. DODGE, delegate 
elecied from the Territory of lowa, who was qualified, and 
took his seat. 

Mr. GENTRY asked leive of absence until the end of the 
session for his colleague, Mr. C. H. Wittiams; which was 
granted 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from Mr. 
Sutetps of Alabama, stating that he had been unavoidably 
called away, and requesting that another gentleman might be 
nominated 1n his stead as a member of the Committee of Elec- 
tions. 

And it was ordered accordingly. 

On leave given, Mr. McKAY offered the following resolu- 
tions; which were adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
directed to report to this House, at the commencement of the 
next session, the number of sinali-arms, of every kind, which 
belong to the United States, and are in the several arsenals and 
depots, including those in the use of the army; stating the 
number lost or destroyed by it per annum; the number which 
the States may severally possess, inclusive of those distributed 
to the militia; specit yingthe number that have beenissued to 
each State under the laws of Congress, andthe number pro- 
cured by the States themselves. 

Resolved, further, That the Secretary also report the num 
ber of arms manufactured annually at each of the national ar- 
mories, and whether that number can be increased; to what ex- 
tentand at what expense; the number of private armories in 
the United Siates, designating the States in which located, the 
number of arms manutactured by them, annually, accompa. 
neid with a comparative statement of the cost of the manutfac- 
ture ofeach kind of small-arms at the national and private ar- 
mories, respectively. 

Resolved, further, That the Secretary report the cost of 
transporting arms irom each of the national arm ories to the se- 
veral arsenals and depots, particularly those in the Western 
States aud Territories, the number of militia in the United 
States, and any other information which may be useful in ena- 
bling Congress to decide what further legislation may be ne- 
cessary to provide for arming the militia. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the House took up, and, without 
_— adopted, the following resolution heretofore offered by 
nim: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
prepare and report to this House, at the commencement of the 
next session of Congress, a statement showing the amount of 
stocks issued, and authorized by law to be issued, by the Le-, 
gislatures of the several ~tates and Territories of this Union 
including the District of Columbia, and constituting the existing 
debts of the said Siates, ‘territories, and District; specifying the 
amount of the stocks thus issued, the rates and terms of interest 
payable upon them, the stipulated umes of reimbursement of 
each loan, the dates of ‘he legislative acts by which they were 
severally authorized, ‘he objecis of internal improvements or 
ortherwise for which the funds thus raised were to be and have 
been applied, and the present condition with reference to the 
prospect of completion of the public works to the ac- 
cor ney of which the issue the said stocks was autho- 
rize 

On leave given, Mr. McKAY presented the following joint 
resolution; which was read twice, and then, by general consent, 
was read a thivd time, and agreed tw: 

JOINT RESOLUTION making itthe dutyof the Attorney 
General to examine into the titles of the lands or sites for the 
purpose oferectiug thereoa armoriesand other public works 
and buildings, and | for other purposes. 

Resolved, §c. That it shall be the duty of the Attorney Ge- 
neral of the United States to exaniine into the titles of all the 








lands or sites which have been purchased by the United States | 








} 
for the purpose of erecting (hereon armories, arsenals, forts, | 
forlfications, navy yards, custom-houses, light-housea, or other | 
public buildings of any kind whatever, and report his opinion } 
as tothe validity of the title in each case to the President of the 1] 
United Stares | 

2. Resolved, That it shal! be the duty of all the officers of | 
the United States having any of the title papers to the property 
iforesaid in their possession to furuish them forthwith to the |} 
Attorney Genera}, te aid him in the investigation : aloreen! } 


3. Resolved, That no public money shall be expended upon ||} 


any site or land hereatter to be purchased by the United Stat 

for the purposes aforesaid, until the written opinion of the A | 

torney General shall be had tm favor of the valiciry of the ti } 

and also the consent of the Legislature of the Sate in which 

the land or site may be, shall be ziven to said purchases } 
1. Resolved, That it shall be the dut’ he district attor } 

neys of the United States, upon the application of the Attorney || 

General, tofurnish any assistance or Information in their power 

in their power in relation to the titles of the publ property 


aforesaid lying within their respective district 

5. Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Secretaries of 
the Executive Departments, upon the applicauion oft the Au 
ney General, to procure any additior 
he may deem necessary, and which may not be in the posses- 
sion of the officers of Government; the expense of procurt 
which to be paid out of the appropriations made for the con- 
tingencies of the Departments re tively 

6. Resolved, That it shall be the duty ef the iries of 
the Executive Departments, respectively, under whose direc } 
tion any lands for the purposes aforesaid may have been pu 
chased, and over which the United States do not | iri 
diction, toapply to the Legislatures of the States in which un 
lands are situated for a cession of jurisdiction, and, in 
refusal, to report the same to Congress at the comn 
of the next session thereafter 

The committees were then called in their order for reports, 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways and Means, |! 


al evidence of title whi 


' 


spec 
Secre 
ieseR 


“ase ol 
} 
lencemeit | 
| 





to whom resolutions of inetruction had heretofore been referred 
reported a bill to repeal the sixth section of the actentitled an |} 
act to provide for the support of the Military Academy of the || 
United States for the year 1838, and tor other purposes, passed || 
July, 1838, and to prohibit any investment of the funds of tl 
United States in stocks of the several States; which was read 1| 
twice. | 

| Note by the Reporter.—The section proposed t repealed | 
is as follow | 

“Sec 6. And he it further enacted, That al money }| 
arising from the bequest of the late Jame Smithson of Lo 
don, for the purpose of founding at Washington, in this Di | 
trict,an institution to be de nina the Smithsonian I it 
tion, which may be paid into the Treasury, is hereby appr 
priated, an! shall be invested by the cretary of the Treas 
ry, with the pprobation of the President of the United States | 
in stocks States, bearing interest at the rate of notless than | 
five per centum per annum, which said stocks shall be field by 
the sal! Secretary in trust for the usesspecifie! in the la 
will ar estament f suid Smithson, until provision Is made 1] 
by law for carrying the purpose Of sail bequest into effect; 
and that the annu:l interest accruing on the stock aforesaid | 
shall bein like manner invested for the benefit of said institu- | 
tion.’?] 

Mr FILLMORE asked that, asthe bill contained 





pris sion, and need not, therefore, be 
third reading now. 
The bill was read a third time and passed 
Mr. W. W. IRWIN (referring to a bill heretofore reported, 
on leave, by him, making appropriations ] 


ior the payment of 
the purchase money for seven sites for 


committed, 14 | 
Wes 1 Marin Hos | 

pitals) desired to he informed by 
| 
| 


puton iis 


no appro. 

| 

| 

| 

“1 

the chairman of the Comm | 
tee of Ways ard Means, (to whomthe bill had been re 

whether it was the intention of the commit 

at this session 

Mr. FILLMORE 1 

bill to the House. 


erred.) 


t { tthe 
»reportthe peli 


he committee declined to report the 


on the table. 


Mr. IRWIN asked leave to offer a resolution ution | 
thereto. 
Objection was made. | 
Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, from the Commitee on Con | 
merce, reported the following resolution: | 
Resolved, Thata select committes of eleven members n | 
more than one of which shall be from any one State, be ay | 
pointed by the Chair. for the purpose of taking evidence atthe || 
principal ports of entry and elsewhere, as tothe operation of || 
the existing system and rates of duties on imports upon the | 
manufacturing, commercial, and agricultural interests of the || 
country: and of procuring, generally, such information as may |] 
be useful to Congress In any revision of the revenue laws || 
which may be attempted at the next session | 
Further resolved, That the said committee be authorized to i 
sit during the recess, and to employ a clerk. | 
After some conversation, involving a point of orde } 
Mr. INGERSOLL moved to amend the resolution by striking Ht 
outthe words “sit during the recess and to.” || 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the yeas and nays. 
Mr. DAWSON move! to lay the resolution and amendn 

' 

' 


INGERSOLL asked on that mo 


Mr 


he yeas and nays ion; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were as follows: 
YEAS ~—Messrs Arrington, Banks, Barton, Beeson, Bown e. 


Aron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William Butler, Patrick 


Boyd, 
C. Caldwelf, Calhoun, John Camphell, William B. Campb: 
Thomas J. Campbell, Chapman, Clinton; Coles, Cowen, Cra- ‘| 
be s, Cross, Daniel, Garret Davis, Richard I. Davie, William 

, Dawaon. Dean, Deberry. Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. 
Edwards Egbert, John G Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance 
Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, William O. Goode, 
Graham, Habersham, Harris, John H astinge . Houck, Houston, 
Hubard, Jack, 

Linn, Littlefiel 


tave Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, 
Eel vert McClellan, McKay, Marchand. Alfred 

Marshall, John bn Mason, Mathews, Miller, Newhard, Osborne, 
Payne, Ramsey. Rencher, Reyno''s, R Rodney 
Shaw, Shepperd, Sollers, Steenrod. Summers. 8 
Van Buren, 

White, bi 






a 
7, John B. 
iw arren, 
Wi liam 


Swen¢ 
Ward 


wis 


Thompson, 
Watterson. 
Wise, 

NAYS—Mesars. Adams, Landafl W. ante Sherlo ne 
Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Bidlack, Bird 

Boardman. Brockway, Bronson, Jovemish Brown, J.C. ¢ 
c ranston, John Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Fos- 
ter, Gilmer, Green, Greig, Hall, Henry, Hudson, Hunt, Inger- 


Turney, Underwood, 


Westbrook, Joseph L. 


iseve 


and Wood—78. ‘| 
|| 


a 


rk, 


soll, William W. Trewin, James, John P. Kennedy, Lawrence, 

Samson Mason, Matiocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Mor. 
row, Parmenter, Patridge, Pendleton, Plumer, Prof, B, 
Randall, Rando ph, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Simonum, 
Slade, Smith, Stanly, Stratton, Alexander, H. H, Stmart, Talia- 
erro, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinecn, 
Wallace, Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, and Augustus 
Young—62 

So the resolution and amendment were laid en the table. 

A message Was received from the Senate informing the House 
that the Senate had agreed to the conference asked by the House 
on the disagreemg votes between the two Houses en the amend- 
ment of the Senate to the forufication bill 

And, also, thatthe Senate had passed the bill (hereinafter re 
ferred to) in relation to Choctaw reservations 

Mr. RANDOLPH, from the Committee on Ent 
ported that the committee had examined the act making appro 
priations for the Post Office Department, and hail found the 
same to be correct. Whereupon the bill received Ue signature 
ot the Spe aker 

In answer to inquiries put to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Rules of the House (Mr. Catuoun] by Messrs. Wiss aod 
McKay— 

Me CALHOUN was understood to say that whenever the 
committee had agreed upon their report, they would report. As 


lied Bills, re 


yet they had not agreed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee for the District o/ 
Columbia, reported a bill for repairing Pennsyivania avenue, in 
the cry of Washington. 

1 il having been read twice by its title 

Mr. U. moved its commitmentto the Committee of the Whole 

nthe state of the Union 

Mr. WARREN. The time is past for any new legislation in 
this House at the present session. I moveto ‘ay the bill on the 
tabie 

And, the motion prevailing, the bill was lard on the table 


Mr. M ASON of Ohio asked the House to take up aret ullon, 





heretofore offered by him, calling for certain information wo re 
lation to the public lands 

Obdjected t 

Mr. BOWNE ubmitted to the Speaker thatthe MeLeod rege 


lution was first in erder. If s0, Mr. B. desired its co 


eration 


should be proceeded with 
The SPEAKER decided that the resolution wa oe first 
business in order, during the residue of the morning hear 
CASE OF McLEOD. 
Pie Hon en resumed the consideration of the following 
le lon, ! ore tlered by Mr. J.G. Froyvp 
Resolved, Vat the Pesident of the United States bea request 
! im this House, if notincompatible with the public is 
est, whether any officer of the Army or the Attorney Genera! 
of the United States has, aimce the 4th ot March last, been ci 
rected to view the State of New York for any purpose connec 
iwith the imprisonmentor trialof Alexander McLeod: and, 1 


fo, Lo communicate 
and re 


me 


to this House copies of the instructions to, 
officer; and whether, by any Execulive 
rrespondence, the British Government has been 
ers‘and that Nr. McLeod will be released or sur 


port of, such 

ures or 
to unt 

ered. 

Mr. FLOYD addressed the House in anewer to the arguments 
ol members on the other side, and inabout fifteen minutes Was 
cut off by the expiration of the morning hour. 

Mr. G. DAVIS asked the House to take up a joiat resolution, 
heretofore offered hy him, providing for the reduction efthe 
s of Executive printing fo the same rates as are now 
paid for the pristing of Congress 


ive 


rer 


armiou 


But the SPEAKER announced the unfinished business of 
yesterday to be the motion made by Mr. Prorrir to sus 
pend the rules for the purpose of introducing the following re 
solution 

Whereas the Secretary of War, in his report of 3lst May 
lsil. make use of the following language 

“The attention of the Depar ment has bees cirected to the 

bject of Indian treaties, and particularly to th mnanher in 
which some ofthore recently made have been executed, in 
volving the disbursement of large sums of money for the emi 

ration and subsistence of Indiana, 

“The frauds that have been practised in the Southwest have 
heen, to some extent, inquired into, but a full disclosure of all 


been 
certain, con 


Enough his, however, 
conviction that 


arrived at. 
wrought teleht to establish the 


he tacta has not beer 


tractors have realized the most enormous profits, the greater 
| on of which is believed to have been the direct fruit of 
rross fraud upon the Government or the lnvians, practised by 

ing some of the subordinate instruments in the public em 
ployment, or through the mismanagement of hicher public 
agents, who can only ecreen themselves from the suspicion ofa 


connivance in the frauds by submitting to the of 
gross negligence, ignorance, or Incompetency 
ange oftheir duty. 

“From the involved character of these transactions and the 
diffic ulty of procuring full and precise information, it bas been 
found impossible as yet to fix upon the point where these frauds 
commenced, or to ascertain the boundaries. of responsibility 
:mong the numerous public officers and agents, through whose 

irect or indireet instrumentality, connivance, or ignorance, the 
mtractors were able to consummate their unprincipled de- 
ig This investigation has been prosecute 4 with the mest 
painful reluctance, though persevered in under a paramaunt 
sense of duty; and enongh has been disclosed to suggest an in 
quiry whether the guilty recipients may no! be compelled to 
refund their iniquitous gains tothe Treasury by process of law.*’ 

And whereas three months have now elapsed, and no further 
information has heen given to this House of the nature or ex- 
tent of the frauds alluded to or of the persons engaged therein 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed t4 lay be- 
fore this House the names of the persons engaged in such 
frauds, and the extent of the frauds, as far asthey have come 
to the knowledge of the War Department. 

Mr. BOYD asked the yeas and nays on the motion to sus. 
pend; ishick Wate ordere: L 

Mr STANLY desired to know whether this reso!ution refer- 

1 to Fi investigation now pending? Ifa, it would 
up moved to lay the resolution on the table 

‘Mr Mere IFFIT asked the yeas and nays On that motion 

The SPEAKER said the resolution was not yet in pos 

mn of the Houre—the motion being to suspend the rule for it 

cep tion 

Mi PROFFIT said he understood itto have been a Whig 
principle to expese frauds. 


Imputauon 
in the periorm 


break it 
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Mr. STANLY. Yes; but this resolution will prevent the 
exposure of frauds. 

t. PROFFIT. It will bea covering up of fraud not to 
ates tit. 

t GENTRY wished to ask the gentleman from Indiana 
whether, if the resolution passed, the Secretary of War would 
beer mitted to siay in office long enough to answer it. If the 
gent! emen could reply in the affirmative, he would vote for the 
ree. ntpon. 

Mr. PROFFIT said that there was a question at issuc. 
Bither the jast Administration had been guilty of fraud, or we 
{the Whig party] had been guilty of falsehood. 

The question on the motion to suspend the rules was then 
taken, and decided in the negative—yeas 71, nays 60. 

So (two-thirds not voting in the affirmative) the rules were 


ROt suspended. 
PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Mr. GARRET DAVi= moved a suspension of the rules for the 
purpose of taking up the following joint resolution heretofore 
offered by him: 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of Americain Congres assembled, 
That hereafter ai! printing by the order of the Heads of the 
Executive Departments, or any other agent of the United States, 
shall, where the rates are now higher, be done and performed 
atthe same rates established at the present session of Con- 
grees by the two Houses for printing done by their order; and 
all accounts for such printing shall be settled and paid in 
strict conformity to such rates by all officers of the United 
Biates. 

Mr, LEWIS WILLIAMS asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and, bei .g taken, were—yeas 140, nays 3. 

Bo the rules were suspended. 

And the question being on the engrossment of the resolu. 
ten— 

Mr? DAVIS asked the previous question. 

Mr. WISE asked Mr. D. to satin the motion, to enable 
him to offer an amendment Instructing the clerks of thetwo 
Houses to report at (he next seasion on the best and most econo- 
mical mode of separating the Government from the public 

ress, anid to submit their views, &c. 

Mr. DAVIS declined to withdraw the motion for the previous 
question, remarking that the gentleman could present his reso- 
lution es a distinct proposition. 

And the question being taken on the demand for the previens 
question, there wasa second. 

Andthe main question (being on engrossment) was ordered 
and being taken, the joint resolution was ordered toa third 
reading. : 

Mr. STANLY moved the previous question on the final pas- 

of the resolution. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question (being on the passage of the resolu 
tion) was ordered, and, being taken. the resolution was adopted. 
CONTESTED ELECTION IN FLORIDA. 

Mr. HALSTED, from the Committee on Elections, to whom 
had been referred the papers and documents in relation to the 
contested election from the Territory of Florida, made a report, 
concluding with the following resolution: 

Reseived, That David Levy, Esq. is not acitizenof the 
United States, in pursuance of any law or treaty thereof, and 
that therefore the said David Levy, Esq. is not entitledto a seat 
in the House of Representatives as a Delegate from the Terri- 
tory of Florida to the 27th Congress. 

Mr. H. movedthatthe report be laid on the table, and, with 
al) the accompanying papers and documents, be printed. 

Mr. LEVY moved the printing of some additional docu- 
me" te; which was carried. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Maryland, a member of the Committee on 
Blecfions, rose and said he dissented from the report. 

Mr. 7 TANLY expressed the hope that some of the members 
who vote 1 for the previous question on the question of the con- 
tested ele- tion from New Jersey, would be prepared to act 
with equal r romptitude on this report. 

The report was then laid on the table, and, withall the 
eccompanying papers and documents, was ordered to be 

rinted. <n 

And Mr. HALS /EDgave notice that he would call up the 

na day ortw 
Feportina day or tw BLIC PRINTING. 

Mr. WISE asked leave to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved by the Sena‘e. &c. that the Clerks of the two 
Hloures of Congress be, and (hey are hereby, ordered to report 
ointly at the next session of Congress upon the best and most 

economical mode of separating the patronage of the Govern- 
ment from the political newsparer press of the country; and 
that they eubmit their views an statements upon the cost, 
expediency, and convenience of the present plan of public 
printing, upon that by contract of letting ont to the lowest bid- 
der, that of a press to be established at Government expense, to 
be superintented by officers to be created by law, and the best 
mode eforganizing euch a plan, and upon anyother plan which 
they may deem worthy of consideration, tor executing all the 
public printing of the United States, and that they set forth the 
principal reports which have heretofore been made to Congress 
on this subject. 

Mr. WARREN objected; for the reason that the object de- 
eire:d could not be attained by the resolution. 

Mr. WISE moved a suspension of the rule to enable him to 
offer the resolution; and asked the veas and nays; which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were—Y eas 77, nays 66. 

So (two-thirds not voting in the affirmative) the rules were 
not suspended. 

CHOCTAW RESERVATIONS. 

The bill from the Senate entiiled “An act to provide for the 
satisfaction of outstanding Choctaw reservations, under the 
19:h article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, of Septem- 
ber, 1839.” was taken up and read twice by its title. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved its reference to the Committee on 
Public Lands, 

Mr. A. BROWN was understood to suggest that the bill 
should go at once to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union 

Mr. FILLMORE said he considered it important that the bill 
should undergo the actien of a standing committee. 

And the bill was committed to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

A message was received from the President of the United 
States, by the hands of Jonn Ty er, jr. esq. his Private Secre- 
tary, informing the House that the President had approved and 
signed the bil! makingjfappropriations for the funeral expenses 


ST 
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of William Henry Harrison, deceased, Jate President of the 
United States. 


On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, Sep'ember 3, 1841. 

The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, relating tu the printing of th» Depart- 
ments, was read a first and second time, and was 
referred to the Committee on the Library, © 

Toe bill from the House cf Representatives, to 
repeal the sixth sectivp of the act entitled An act 
to provide for the support of the Military Acade- 





my of the United States for the year 1838, and for | 


other purposes, passed July, 1838, and to prohibit 
any investment of the funds of the United States in 
stocks of the several States, was read twice; and, 
on the question of reference coming up, 

Mr. SEVIER said this till was one of a most 
extraordinary character. It was t» repeal existing 
contracts, and to violate treaty stipulations with 
the Tadians, without their consent. He moved to 
lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. PRESTON appealed to the Senator to with- 
draw his motion; he was disposed to entertain a 
similar opinion of the bill, but thought it more re- 
spec'ful to the House to refer it to acommittee. He 
would therefore move to refer it to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. ‘ 

Mr. SEVIER sai, if it was to be referred at all, 
jt ought to be reterred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. WALKER concurred in this view. 

Mr. WOODBURY made some remarks, to the 
¢ffect that the dill could be only prospective in its 
character, and would have no effect on existing 
contracts. 

Mr. CALHOUN said this bill involved ques- 
tions of an important characier, which, it was very 
evident, would require more time for then consi- 
deration than c ould be devoted to them at the pre- 
sent session. He would therefore move to lay the 
bill on the table. 

The motion was nega’ived. 

Mr. SEVIER then moved its r.ference to the 
Committee on Indian effairs. Lost. 

Tre motion of Mr. PRESTON was then 
egreed to, and the bill referred to the Committee 
on Finance 

Mr: CALHOUN presented the proceeding of a 
large and respec able portion of the Republicans 
of Clarke ecunty, Virginia, which the meeting had 
requested him, in conjuction with the Senator from 
Missouri, [Mr Benton,}] to lay before the Se- 
nate. The meeting express, in strong but deco- 
rous language, their cisapprobation of he measures 
of the present session of Congress; they enter into 
a review, and, in h’s epinion, an able review, of 
the promises and pledges given by the Whig party 
prior to the receat Presidential election, which 
have been violated or unredeemed; and they ex- 
press, in warm terms, their approbation of 
the recent veto of the President. Mr. C. 
asked that they might be read, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The document having been read, 

Mr. PRESTON opposed the printing. It was 
not fit that the Senate should order such stuff to be 
printed. It was a paper that appeared to him to 
be characterized by the vulgar party slang of the 
day, and he had no idea that the Senate should be 
made a party to its dissemination. He therefore 
moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped the Senator would with- 
draw his motion. 

Mr. PRESTON manifesting some hesiiation, 

Mr. BENTON said, never mind, I have ano- 
ther of the same kind, and can say what is neces. 
sary on that. 

Mr. PRESTON then withdrew his motion to lay 
on the table. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that the citizens had an 
undoubted mght to be heard on all the great lead- 
ing topics in which their interests were so vitally 
concerned. The matter in this document had been 
denounced—why, he ceuld not perceive; certainly 
there was nothing io it to justify the remarks of 
his colleague. Other documents of the same kind 
had been presented and ordered to be printed. Why 
this shculd be particularly excepted to, he could 








not understand. He held it to be a fight inheren, 
in the people to be heard cn all occasions on syb. 
jects of general interest, when their opinions are 
expressed in decorous language; ard he would 
challenge a comparison of that of the memorial, 
with what Senators have been in the habit of Using 
in that chamber; far more ¢ecorous than was used 
by Senators on the other side of the chamber yes. 
terday. Sheuld they prescribe a rule to the 

ple of this country, which they did not observe 
themselves? He hoped the motien would not pre- 
vail. 

Mr. PRESTON renewed his motion, and Mr. 
BENTON simultaneously addressed the Chair,who 
reminded the lJatter that the motion to lay on the 
table was not debatable. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he had not renewed the 
motion. 

Mr. PRESTON. Butl did. 

Mr. BENTON. I was on my feet addiessing 
the Chair, when the Senator, while sitting in his 
seat, renewed his motion to lay on the table. To 
make a motion in such a position is unparliamen- 
tary, and goes for nothing. 

The CHAIR acquiesced in this opinion, and 

Mr. BENTON proceeded to address the Senate 
in defence of the right of the people to make their 
sentiments on public measures known to their re. 
presentatives, and said the attempt to repress them 
would be utierly futile. It was the very nature 
and essence of liberty to rise in proportion as it was 
sought to be shackled; and he could tell the Sena- 
tor, if that stand were made against the reception 
of these documents, that it would induce thousands 
to rise in defence of, and vindicate, their liberties, 
Was there any thing in these resolutions which 
violated decorum; or was there any aspersion of 
character that rendered them objectionable? They 
were generally received by the evening’s mail, 
which gave Senators time to overlook them, and 
if there had been any thing improper contained in 
them, they would not have been presented. If the 
Senator from South Carolina indicated a purpose to 
throw these papers contumeliousiy on the table, 
owing to their language, they would be found perfect 
flowers of lavender compared with what would be to 
come. 

Sancho Panza, in describing the first beating which 
his master, Don Quixotte, had received, and in 
which nearly every bone in his skin was broken, 
said, bad as it was, it was perfect flowers of laven- 
der compared with the second one. This would 
be the case with the Senators opposite. It was a 
geneiallaw of nature, that out of all great evils 
flow some positive good; and one of the benefits re- 
sulting from this mischievous session, was the fact, 
that it had turned the attention of the people to the 
origin and tend:ncy of the great powers of repeal 
and the veto; and they were beginning to look at 
them in their true constitutional aspect. They 
were beginning to discover that the veto was not a 
dangerous, but a great conservative, power, lodged 
by the Constitution in the Executive, for the benefit 
of the people. It was only a stop law, to prevent 
measures of a reckless legislative majority going 
into operation until the people had an epportunity of 
investigating them,and passing on them, There never 
had been an instance in which the veto power had 
been exercised, in which it had not been sustained 
by the pecple. 

Mr. PRESTON replied at much length to the 
remarks of Mr. Benton, and commented with 
much severity upon the language of the paper now 
on the table. He concluded by again moving to 
lay it on the table. 

Mr. CALHOUN appealed to Mr. Preston to 
withdraw the motion, in order to enable him to re- 
ply to some of his remarks. 

Mr. PRESTON refused to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. CALHOUN then demanded the yeas and 
nays. Letgentiemen, if they can, suppress the 
voice of the American people. 


The question was then taken on laying the pro- 
ceedings on the table, and the motion was carried 
—ayes 26, noes 17, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 


ners 
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tiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
noun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Sevier, Siurgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, aud Wright—17 

Mr. BENLON said he had another document 
of the same tenor, and the language of which gene 
tlemen on the other side would deem fully as objec- 
tionable as that just laid on the table. He would 
present it to-morrow, and would take care to make 
his speech upon it before they could bring their 
gag law moticn to lay on the table, to bear upon 
him. c 

The erders of the day were then taken up. 

FISCAL CORPORATION. 

The bill to provide for the collection, safekeep- 
jog, and disbursing of the public revenue by means 
ot a Fiscal Corporation, coming up once more, as 
the unfinished business, and the question still be- 
ing on ordering the bill to its third reading— 

Mr. SIMMONS of Rhode Isiand spoke for about 
half an hour in favor of the bill. 

Mr. BERRIEN, who had been charged with the 
bill, went into a general reply to the objections 
which had been urged againstit, especially by Mr. 
BucHANAN. 

Mr. TAPPAN said, when Senators on the other 
side ceclare that this Bank bill is intended to with- 
hold from the corporation created by it the power 


of making loans and discounts, he felt himself | 


bound to believe that such was their honest con- 
struction of it. He was, however, surprised that 
any man, in the slightest degree acquainted with 
the banking business of the eountry, who had read 
this bill, should suppose that, under its provisions, 
the company incorporated by it would not have 
unlimited power to Joan their paper and to dis- 
count the paper of their customers. The ninth 
fundamental article says, that “the said cor- 
poration shall not, direc:ly or indirectly, deal 
or trade in any thing except foreign bills of ex- 
change, including bilisor drafts drawn in one State 
or Territory and payable in another.” This bill, in 
this last clause, sanctioned a mode of discounting 
paper, and making loans, common in the West- 
ern country. He spoke of a mode of doing busi- 
ness which he had full knowledge of, and he ask- 
ed Senaiors, therefore, to look at it. A man who 
wants a loan from a bauk applies to the directors, 
and is told, we can lend you the money, but we do 
not take notes for our loans—you must give us a 
draft; but, says the applicant, I have no funds 
any where to draw upon; no matter, say the bank- 
ers, if your draft is not met, or expected to be 
met, because youhave no funds, that need make 
no difference; you may pay it here, with the ex- 


change, when the time it has to ran is out; so | 


the borrower signs a draft or bill of exchange 
on semebody in New York, Philadelphia, or 
Baltimore, and pays the discount for the time it 
has to run; when that time comes round, the bor- 
rower pays into the Bank the amount of his draft, 
with two, four, six, or ten per cent. whatever the 
rate of exchange may be, and the affair is settled, 
and he geis a renewal tor sixty days, by further 
paying the discount on the sum borrowed; ard if 
it ls an accommodation loan, it is renewed from 
ume to time by paving the discount and exchange. 
Very few of the Western banks, he believed, dis- 
counted notes; they found it much more profitable 
to deal in exchange, as it is called; but this dealing 
in exchange enables the banks to discount asmuch 
paper, and to loan as much of their own notes, as 
the old-fashioned mode of discounting; it is a dif- 
ference in form merely, with this advantage to the 
banks, that it enables them to get from their cus- 
tomers ten or twelve per eent. on their loans, in- 
Stead of the six, to which, in discounting notcs, 
they are usually restricted. How then, he asked, 
could Senators say that this bill did not give the 
power to make loans aud discounts? He had 
shown them how, under this law, both joans and 
discoun's wil be made without limitation. 

The Senator from Virginia [Mr. Arcusr] claims 
to be considered as perfectly honest. He did not 
dispute his honesty, but he must be permitted to 
say, that if he is honest in declaring that he will'not 
Sanction the creating a corporation with power to 





make loans and discounts, and he votes for this 
bill, he is most lamentably simple. 

Mr. WALKER desired to offer an amendment 
to the bill, which he would submit, and simply ask 
the yeas and nays on its adoption. It was to in- 
Serta new seciion, ciaiming tor Congress the pow- 
er to “modify or repeal.” The question having 
bees taken, the vote stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messtrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, 
Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Pulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—20 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Pheips, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge— 28. 

The question was then put, “Shall this bill be 
read a third time?” The yeas and nays having 
been demanded, the vote stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Mernick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Jo- 
diana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge—-27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tanvan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 
—22. 

The bill was then read a third time by its title, 
and finally passed. 

The question being next on the till of the bill, 

Mr. TAPPAN moved that it be changed to the 
style and ttle of “Tae United States Bank.” He 
contended that it was incorsistent with the boasted 
chivalry of the Senator from Kentucky to sane 
tion any subterfage, or shrink from calling things 
bv their right names. This was nothing but a 
United Siates Bank, and it ought to be called by 
its realname, and not by one which was not ap- 
plicable to it 

Several of Mr. Tarpan’s friends requested he 
would withdraw his motion, and at their request he 
did so. 

The title was then agreed to. 

Mr. PRESTON then moved to take up the For- 
tification bill: which motion having been agreed 
to, Mr. P. moved that the Senate concur with the 
amendment of the House to the amendment of the 
Senate, which was, to sirike out $75,090 for the 
Western armory, and insert $5,000. 

Mr. BENTON hoped the amendment would not 
be concurred in—the effect would be to give up 
the measure entirely, and allow the whole affair 
again to become a bone of contention, such as it 
had been for the last twenty-five years 

Mr. PRESTON thought it was something gain- 
ed, to say the least; and inasmuch as it was an 
opening of the subject, be thought on the whole 
that the amendment had better be concurred in. 

Mr. BENTON saw in this affair the fruits of 
the Land bill, and asked the yeas and nays on the 
proposition, when the vote stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Pneips, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Southard, White, and Woodbridge—27. 

NAYS—Messrs.Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, Me- 
Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Waiker, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—19. 

So the amendmeat was adopte?. 

The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, relating to the printing of the Depart- 
ments, was read a first and second time, and was 
referred to the Committee on the Library. 

The bill from the House of Representatives, to 
repeal the sixth section of the act entitled An act 
to provide for the support of the Military Acade- 
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my of the United States for the year 1938, and for 


other purposes, passed July, 1838, and to prohibit 
any investment of the funds of the Unive States in 
siocks of the several States, was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the bill from 
the House of Representatives allowing the frank- 
ing privilege t» be extended to Mrs, Harrison, Wi- 
dow of the late General Harrison, was read in 
committee of the whole the third time,and passed, 

The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, making it the duty of the Attorney Ge- 
neral to examine into the titles of the lands or sites 
for the purpose of erecting thereon armories and 
other public works and buildings, and for other 
purposes, was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Commitiee on the Judiciary. 

The bill from the House making appropriation 
for repairs of the Potomac bridge, was read a Waird 
time and passed. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported the bill from the House making 
an appropriation for the outfits of Diplomatic 
agents of Government. 

Mr. CLAY said the sessions had been so long 
and exhausting of late, that he did not feel disposed 
to goon with the revenue bi!! this evening, and 
would prefer its postponement until to-morrow. 
He would be prepared in the morning, the first 
thing, and could promise gentlemen not to detain 
them more than half or three-quarters of an hour 
at furthest. 

On motion, the Senate proceeded to the conside- 
ration of Executive business, and, after some time 
spent therein, adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Faipay, September 3, 1841. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. MOORE of Louisiana asked leave to offer 
a resolution of inquiry having relerence to the es- 
tablishment of a pert of entry on the Red river, (as 
the Reporter understocd.) 

Objection was mae. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the House took 
up the joint resolution giving the franking pri- 
velege, during life, to the widow of the late Pre- 
sident of the United States, William Henry Har- 
rison, 

The resolution having been twice reai— 

Mr. ADAMS moved so to amend i! as to strike 
out the words “weighing two ounces and under,” 
which amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CUSHING suggested that the resolniion 
should be changed to an act, s0 as to conform to the 
precedent set in the case of Mrs. Madison. 

And, by common consent, the form wes changed 
by striking out the word “Resolved,” &c. and in- 
serting “Be it enacted,” &e. 

Mr. WARREN made the question that this 
subject did not come within the rule pre- 
scribing the action of the House curing the pre- 
sent session. 

Some conversation followed, and the point of 
order was overruled by the Speaker. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the bill was then 
read a third time and passed. 

On leave, Mr. FILLMORE offered the following 
resolution; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be required to report 
to this House, as soon after the commencement of the next ses- 
sion as practicable, a statementof the privileges and restric 
tions of the commercial intercourse of the United States with all 
foreign nations similar to that communicated (6 the Senate De- 
cember 18, 1837, (doc. 8, Ist session, 26th Congresa,)only chang 
ing the denominations of the foreign money, weighia, and mea- 
sures into thoee of the United States, according to the Ccuatom- 
house entries of domestic exports, and adding columns showing 
the average amount and value of the articles exported to each 
country for the years 1838, 1639, and 1540, an lof the duties on 
the same; together with a summary of the average ageregate 
value of exports to each country for those yeats, of arucles the 


growih, produce, or manufacture of the United States, with the 
average amouutof duties thereon accruing to each country. 
CASE OF McL&OD. | 

The Honse then resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution, heretofore cffered by Mr. J. G. 
FLoyp: 

Resolved, Thai the President of the United Siates be request: 
ed to inform this House, if not incompatible with the public in- 
terest, whether any officer of the army, or the Attorney General 
of ihe United States has, since the 4th of March fast, been di 
rected to visit the State of New York for any purpose connect 
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ed with the impiisonment or trial of Alexander McLeod; and, 
if #0, to communicate to this House copies of the instructions 
to, and report of such offieer; and whether, by any Executive 
measures or corr ndence, the British Government has been 
given to understand that Mr. McLeod will be released or sur- 


Mr. FLOYD resumed his remarks {rom yester- 
day, and concluded. 

Mr. EVERETT took the fleor with the inten- 
tion, he said, of giving a general outline of his 
views on this subject. After he had concuded— 

Mr. BOARDMAN moved to lay the resolation 
on the table. 

Mr. J.G. FLOYD asked the yeas and nays. 

A motion was made that the House do now ad- 
journ, which prevailing— 

The House adjourned. 








IN SENATE, 
Sarurpay, September 4, 1841. 

The bil! from the House of Representatives mak- 
ing appropriations for the purchase of ordnance 
and ordnance stores was taken up, and, after some 
brief remarks from Messrs. MANGUM, SEVIER, 
and WOODBURY, 

Mr. ALLEN moved to amend the bill, to the ef- 
fect that the appropriation be taken from the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands in the Trea- 
sury, aby act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana regretied to see the 
course Senators were disposed to take. Would 
they neve; cease to assault the land bill? There 
never had been a bill so long and so desperately 
contested by the Opposition. Every amendment, 
including the one now ofljered, in principle, that the 
ingenuity of that Opposition could devise, had 
been offered in the progress of the bill in ‘he Senate, 
and had been voted down. Were these amend- 
ments to be repeated upon every bill that came be- 
fore the Senate? Would Senators persist in this 
course? The whole matier connected with the dis- 
tribution bill had been solemnly decided at the pre- 
sent session. Were Senators not willing to let the 
people try the measure? If it was wrong, they 
would find it out and correct it. He said let them 
try it. This fighting a measure indirectly, he did 
not like. He would submit it, in all good feeling, 
to Senators, to let this measure take its course. 
The bill authorized its repeal, when Congress 
should say it should be done. Let the question at 
all times be fairly and openly metand decided. Mr. 
S. was neitber to be driven nor coaxed into a re-ar- 
gument of that measure at this session. He had 
heard, with pain and regret, the Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun,] the other day, call upon 
the President to put his veto on this important 
measure. He (Mr. 8.) did noi object to the oppo- 
sition of the Senator, while the biil was in the Se- 
nate, but regretied that he should have felt it to be 
his duty to go further, against all parliamentary 
rule, and advise the President to veto a measure 
that had gone from the body, and which was spe- 
cially recommended by himself in his last message, 
and urged by him upon Congress for its adoption. 
Mr. 8. would not pursue the subject. He wished 
to see the session brought to a close; and he would 
say nothing that would lead to debate. He hoped 

the amendment would noi be adopted. 

Mr. ALLEN said they would constantly, uni- 
tedly, and with accumulated energy, follow up the 
subject. It had ali along beer said that distribu- 
ting the proceeds of the public lands among the 
States would neituer tend to loans nor additional 
taxation. Nor what have they wiinessed? He 
would give them fair notice that his side of the 
Senate meant to do all it could to repeal tne distri- 
bution law, to help alleviate the burdens of the 
people, which the land bill had imposed for the 
benefit of foreigners; and these foreigners our ene- 
mies, moral and political. 

Mr. WALKER said the Senator from Ohio 
talked of the land bill as though it had already be- 
come a law. He expressed the hope, if the bill was 
signed, that no bill which violated the spirit of th: 
compromise would receive the sanction of the Pre- 
sident. 


Mr. MANGUM replied; when the question was | 


taken on the amendmen|, and decided in the nega- 

tive, as follows: : 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 

of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulion, King, Linn, Mc- 
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Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wood- 
bury, Wright and Young—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Evans, 
Grabam, Henderson, Huatington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps,Porter, Prentiss, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
White and Woodbridge—25. 

The bill was then laid over, to be taken up on 
Monday. 

The Revenue Bill was then taken up, (the ques- 
lion pending being the amendment of Mr. Woop- 
BURY, to exempt tea and coffee,) when 

Mr. CLAY made an expose of the state of the 
Treasury. He said the expenditure of this year will 
exceed the revenue sixteen millions! The appropria- 
tiens of this extra session he stated to be four millions 
and @ balf. To meet the excess of the expenditure 
of this year over its receipts, would absorb the 
whole of the twelve million loan; and he laid it 
down as a fact ascertained, that, at the end of this 
year, there would not be one dollar in the Treasu- 
ry. He then took up the next year, and, by a de- 
tailed statement, he came to the conclusion that 
there would be only four millions of clear r. venue, 
alter paying off the incumbrances left by this year’s 
expenditure, to meet the expenditures of 1842, un- 
der the present tariff. 

Te bill now before the Senate would, according 
io the Secretary’s estimate, add eight millions and 
a half. He supposed it would nett ten millions. 
This, he said, with the four millions of the ordina- 
ry revenue to be calculated on for the next year, 


| would make the means of 1842 fourteen millions; 


and if no part of the twelve million loan is paid, it 
willamount to eighteen millions. The Treasury 
statement of the avails of the revenue for a series 
of years te come, he said, mage twentv-five mil- 
lions the supposed average for a series of years— 
twenty-three millions was his average of the 
amount of revenue fora series of years. He could 
not say what the expenditures of the present Pre- 
sidenuial term would be. We understood him to 
say that tor this year it would be about twenty-eight 
millions. He expressed a hope that it might be 
brought down, as an average for the four years, to 


| the amount of Mr. Van Buren’s last year—at least 


he trusted it might not exceed twenty-two millions; 
and this, he assumed, would enable the Treasury to 
pay, in four years, the twelve million loan recently 
authorized. He should vote for the tax on tea and 
coffee. It was necessary, under his calculations; 
and, as he feared he was to be deserted by a por- 
tion of his friends, he trusted that some of those 
opposed to him would vote for this tax. If they 
did not, the result would inevitably be, that at the 
next session the tax would be certainly imposed, 
or a higher duty than is authorized by the compro- 
mise act levied on other articles. He looked upon 
a new loan in December next, which a few days 
since he had spoken of as not improbable, now as 
likely to be almost indispensable. 

Mr. C. in the course of his remarks, made the 
following estimates for the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the Ist part of the year 1841, and the pro- 
bable revenue for the last half of thesame year 
under the existing revenue laws, supposing the pre- 
sent bill not to pass: 

Actual revenue for the first half of the year 1841: 


Customs - - - - $6,113,410 51 
Lands - - . - 826,669 95 
Bank bond - - - 637,049 47 
Miscellaneous items - - 64,945 83 





—_———— 


$7,642,075 76 


Expenditure during the same time: 
Civil, miscellaneous, and foreign 





intercourse - - - $3,062,624 71 
Military - - - - 6,442,893 53 
Naval - - - - 2,559,705 52 








$12,065,124 76 


Public debt - - ~ 3,937 35 
Treasury notes redeemed, includ- 
ing interest - - - 2,362,450 64 





$14,431,512 75 


Difference between actual receipt 
and expenditure on the first 


Public debt - 


3,937 55 
Treasury notes redeemed 


4,047,498 16 
$16,116,560 47 


half of 1841 - - - 6,789,437 00 
Probable revenne for the last half year: 
Customs - - - - $6,113,410 51 
Lands  - - - - 826,669 95 
Miscellaneous items - - 64,945 83 

$7,005,026 29 
Expenditure: 
Civil, miscellaneous, and foreign 
intercourse - . - $3,062,524 71 
Military - - . - 6,442,893 53 
Naval - . - - 2,559,706 52 








Deficiency of the revenue during 
the last half year of 1841 to 
meet the expenditure of the 


same time - - - 9,111,534 18 
Deficiency of the first half brought 
forward - . * 


6,789,437 00 


Total deficiency of actual revenue 

to meet actual expenditure dur- 

ing the year 1841 - - $15,908,971 18 

To which should be added as much more as may 
be expended out of the appropriation of the extra 
session. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed, that the avowed 
object of the expose which had just been made by 
the chairman of the committee, [Mr. Ciay,] was 
to show that the proposed duties on tea and coffee 
were necessary. In order to satisfy the Senate on 
this point, much labor and time had been em- 
ployed, and an unusual display made of figures, 
estimates and calculations. Buta few plain, na- 
ked facts were admitted in the progress of the 
learned Senaior’s speech, which were worth more 
than all the rest, however elaborate. By the help 
of a little illustration from official documents, 
those facts would be found to settle the whole ques- 
tion in favor of the practicability of exempting both 
tea and coffee from duty, and still meeting every 
proper expense of the General Government with 
promptitude. If this could be shown by Mr. W. 
it must be sufficient to ensure the success of his 
motion. 

The first inquiry, then, is, how large our expen- 
ditures ought to be; and the next, whether our re- 
venue is likely to be adequate to meet them, with- 
out taxing tea and coffee? It must be remembered 
that we are able to control and limit the expendi- 
tares at our own pleasure, and, therefore, should 
make them fifteen, twenty, or thirty millions, ac- 
cording to our views of economy, and the public 
necessities. 

But the receipts are less under our own power, 
and must depend more on society at large and fo- 
reign nations—on the revival or depression of 
commerce, the value of exports larger or smaller, 
and thus influencing the imports, on the dearer or 
cheaper supply of our wants by domestic manu- 
factures, and a variety of other circumstances too 
numerous for recapitulation. Now from the la- 
byrinth of compuiations, which the chairman has 
submitted, one thing is quite certain; that no debt 
or deficit is probable from existing appropriations 
made at or before this session, beyond twelve or 
sixteen millions. Of course any enormous loan to 
make the newly invented, and, it is hoped, abor- 
tive Fiscal Corporation, is excluded by us both. 

It is also certain that the official organ on these 
matters—the Secretary of the Treasury—could not, 
at the opening of this session, with all his anxiety 
to swell the liabilities then existing, and increased 
by those called fer at this session, augment the 
whole deficit and debt for both this and the next 
year beyond twelve muillicns. That sum would 
extinguish all the Treasury notes, old and new; 
pay off all the extra appropriations, old and new, 
except an ordinary amount at the end of the year; 
and leave nothivg desirable beyond these, except 
asnrplus of one to four millions for convenience 
in fiscal operations. 

It is therefore obvious, sir, that however-many 
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blunders occurred in his calcujations, and however 
manifest it is that more than half of this amount of 
debt has been produced by the appropriations ef 
this very session, and the omission of the Secretary 
to collect seasonably the balances due from banks, 
and to advertise the public lands for sale as usual, 
and clear as it is that little or none of this sum 
would, without this extra session, have been re- 
quired till another year, only twelve millions is 
all the Secretary could devise as needed for both 
this and the next year, to meet actual obligations. 
Indeed, sir, after three months’ more of research, 
and after the extravagant appropriations made and 
to be made at the present session, of near six mil- 
lions in the aggregate, (a schedule of which I hold 
in my hand, for any genitleman’s perusal,) the 
chairman, after the most liberal estimates, can 
only augment the sum to near sixteen millions. 
But he is in some fog, by mixing up Treasury 
notes with other expenses, and makes no allow- 
ance for one or two millions that may yet be ob- 
tained, by advertising and selling new lands before 
the year c'oses. 

The twelve million loan authorized already, 
will then, probably, cover the whole. It ought to 
cover more than the whole, and must do it, unless 
a system of wasteful advances, and of precipitancy 
in both voting and spending public money is per- 
sisted in, which has scarcely any parallel in our 
history. This twelve millions must constitute all 
the charge, beside expenditures for the current ser- 
vice. If swollen to fifteen or sixteen, the result to 
next year would be similar, because none wou'd 
be due the next year, and its payment could be 
apportioned among the ensuing four or five year-. 
It should not be all postponed to the last moment, 
as seem to be the calculations of the Treasury or- 
gan in the other House, nor all of it be, before a 
dollar is due, flung on the next year alone, as is 
done by the chairman here. It is by this last ex- 
traordinary, unprecedented course, that he ar- 
rives at another marvellous conclusion, that 
only four millions of revenue the next year 
will be left applicable to defray the cur- 
rent expenditures! What, sir! Only four 
millions, when none of the new debt will then fall 
due; and when, in truth, by another part of his 
statement, he estimaies the revenue from customs 
alone next year at twenty-three millions of dollars? 
Strange conclusion of only four millions tc be left, 
when again he admits, that, by the Secretary’s 
views, they will, under the home valuation, reach 
over twenty-five millions, all of which can be ap- 
plied to current expenses, as the loan is not due. 
The revenue of next year will then, on either cal- 
culation, be amply sufficient—to spare, not merely 
four millions—but all, which should be required 
for current expenses, as well as anticipate before it 
is due, three millions of the debt—and these with- 
out imposing any tax whatever on tea or coffee. 
For if you add that three millions, to eighteen for 
the ordinary service, (which I will soon prove to 
be enough by his own admissions as well as by 
couclusive facts,) you have but twenty-one 
millions of expenditure in the aggregate. While, 
on the other hand, you have, at the lowest, twenty- 
three millions of revenue from duties alone to dis- 
charge it. The tax on tea and coffee, then, which 
will average not over two millions, can be remit- 
ted with ease, and every proper liability of next 
year discharged promptly. 

But consider the revenue from customs to be 
twenty-five millions, as the Secretary does, and 
you can effect this desirable object,and have two mil- 
lions left. Consider that, too, and add the lands, 
which never should be parted with, and you can 
exempt tea and coffee, and have a surplus of five 
millions left—either to cover a larger expenditure— 
pay more of the public debt before it is due, or 
guard against fluctuations and contingencies. 

Thus, sir, you see the whole case in a nut- 
shell. It is not necessary to wade through 
any confusion in the chairman’s valcula- 
tons, or to unriddle some of his conjectures. 
Nor is it necessary, as an illustration that both 
the Senator and the Secretary are liable to over- 
estimate the expenses and deficiencies of this year, 
to go minutely into the utter failure already ap- 
pearing by ‘recorded events of one official predic- 


—w 


tion at the beginning of this session, and which 

seemed to constitute the foundation stone for it. 

All will remember that the expenses by the Ist 
ot September, were to exceed the whole means of 
Treasury notes and other receipts, by the great 
amount of six millions. Now, in truth, it has 
turned out that the important era has ar- 
rived before our adjournment. And what do we 
see? Not six millions; but by all preg: of sail in 
expenditure, and by additional appropriations of 
several millions beyond what was expected—the de- 
mands have, as I understand, not gone beyond 
those means even one-fourth of that amount. 

Had no new appropriations been made, not in the 
estimates, and the dues from banks been collected, 
and lands been advertised as usual for sale, I am 
satisfied that not one million deficit would have 
arisen. Even this single million deficit would never 
have happened, without the cost of this extraordi- 
nary session, and without the pressure of the ex- 
denditures, faster, and im larger amounts than is 
customary or proper and conducive to the public 
interests. 

The prediction or estimate was an enormous 
deficitof more than six millions by the first of 
September! I pass by, however, further details on 
this 

But, as the general data, showing the proper 
amount of ou. current expenses next year, may 
need illustration, and as the chairman has invited 
specifications (f items in which reductions can be 
made from the present twenty-eight or thirty mil- 
lions contemplated under this new, econom:cal 
Administration—I shall throw myself on the indul- 
gence of the Senate a few moments lIcnger, in re- 
spect to that point. The current expenses of 1842 
are placed at only eighteen millions, because, in 
1839, they were only about twenty-five millions; 
in 1840, only twenty-threeand ahalf; and, in 1841, 
should have been, and would have been, but for 
this extraordinary session, not over twenty millions. 
They were intended to be reduced, in 1842, to only 
eighteen millions—were in progress steadily to that 
result; and the items forreduction can now be rea- 
dily designated. 

Thus, in public buildings, the appropriations may 
be less than the expenditures in 1840 and 1841, 
by at least - - - - $250,000 
The Treasury building and the Patent 

Office, the new custom-honse at New 
York, the t ranch mints, and the light- 
houses, are virtually all finished. 

Next, the Cherokee treaty, at first over 
five millions, and then increased one 
to two millions more, will be all ful- 
filled, and the Treasury relieved 
yearly, by that and other treaties 
complied with, at least - 

The Florida war, if not closed, will re- 
quire a jess expenditure, by quite - 

The pensions, by death, inevitable and 
more rapid among the aged, as more 
advanced in life, will fall off - 

The contingent expenses of Congress, 

including public printing, can be pro- 

perly reduced, from 1840 and former 
ears - - - 

e ourselves can and should fear- 
lessly march up to this imperative 
duty. 

The drawbacks of varieus kinds need 
correction, so as to draw from the 
revenue less by at least - 

The remission of the duty on railroad 
iron has taken over half a million 
yearly from the Treasury, and if 
stopped, as is proposed, would stop a 
drain hereafter of quite - 
{Mr. Bocuanan here observed that 

the drawback only the last year ex- 

ceeded half a million. ] 

Well, sir, we may then safely calcu- 
late, even under some indulgence to the 
unfinished railroads in the South, that 
the gain will be a quarter of a million, 
oras much, if not more than I have 
computed. 

Next: the reduced sales of the public 
lands will lessen the five per cent. to 
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| little exertion or sacrifice. 
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some as well as the three per cent. to 
other States, to be paid over, by at 





least : - . 50,000 
The ageregate of only these reduc- 
tions is - - - - $3,500,000 


Thus, sir, without going into the army or the 
navy, or the civil establishments, except our own 
contingencies—without going to the foreign corps, 
or, as proposed by the chairman, to the custom- 
houses and the Judiciary—we have at once a re- 
duction of three and a half millions of dol- 
lars. If followed out through other ramifica- 
tions of the public service, it will equal more than 
five millions of dollars that can be dispensed with, 
below the expenses of 1840. This would leave 
not over eighteen millions, or eighteen and a frac- 
These reductions, now enumerated, require 
They are such as the 
progress of events force on us, if watchful. We 
can hardly escape them, if true to ourselves and 
the country. They impair no great establishment; 


| they weaken no branch of public administration; 


they would and should occur almost spontaneously 
under any party in power. How, then, can gen- 
tlemen on the other side, professing economy, 
gravely insist, in the face of these exhibits, that the 
current expenses next year must be twenty-five, 
twenty-eight, or thirty millions? There is no pre- 
tence for it, sir, but the fallacious statement that 
the average expenses of the last four years reached 
near twenty-eight millions. Butcan Senators be 
blind to the fact, that the expenses of those years 
were increaved near thirty-six millions by appro- 
priations heaped on them beyond the annual esti- 
mates, and beyond, in most cases, what the past 
Administration desired? This has been so fully 
explained on a former occasion as not to require 
repetition, and, if deducted, would leave an ave- 
rage expenditure of only nineteen or twenty mil- 
Do my hearers forget, also, the expensive 
Indian removals, extinguishment of Indian titles, 
the Indian wars, as well as costly erection of pub- 
lic buildings, which were flung on those four years, 
and which need not be renewed hereafter? 

When taking an average of past years for a 
guide, we might \ikewise as well go to the last 
twelve years as tothe last four. It will then be 
found in the document before me, that the expenses 
of those twelve years, swollen as some of them ne- 
cessarily were, by various causes enamerated in 


former debates, and which are not likely to recur, 


were only about twenty-one millious yearly, inde- 
pendent of the public debt; and the first four years 
of the time, before those extraordinary causes be- 
gan to operate much, were only fourteen millions 
on an average. 

Here are the tables, from a report by Mr. Ewin-, 
No. 31, House of Representatives, present ses- 

















sion. 
No. 1. 

Years. Aggregate annual expeathunes 
1829 . - @12,651.457 22 
1830 13,229,533 33 
1831 123,863,786 14 
1832 16,514,134 69 

Total, 56,258,911 38 

Average, $14.064.727 84 

No. 2 

First four years, 1829, 1830, 1831, 1832 $66,258,911 38 
1233 ° . ° . 22,050,312 31 
1884 : ; ° 18,420,567 12 
1835 é : ; 17,006 513 15 
1836 29,655,244 46 
1837 31,610,003 08 
1838 31,544,396 19 
1839 25,443,716 94 
1840 22,389,356 31 
Total, 254,379,020 96 

Average, 21,193 251 74 


From these data, then, as well as the specific 
items of reduction before named, the future eur- 
rent expese@ss should not exceed eighteen millions 
yearly. But, on this point, we have higher autho- 
rity than even these figures and facts, to gentlemen 
on the other side. We have the opinion of the 


chairman himself, not only years ago, but at this 
very session. ‘ ’ 
In February, 1832, he said on this floor, in a 
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speech from which I now read, 8th vol. of Debates, 
p- 293, that after providing for certain objects of 
internal improvement, &c. by the public lands, 
“for one I have no objection to the reduction of the 
public revenue to fifteen or thirteen, or even to 
nine millions of doliars.”’ 

Again, ai the commencement of this extra ses- 
sion, he presented a memorial from Georgia, which 
asked a reduction of expenditures to thirteen or 
fifteen millions yearly, and which he endorsed as 
correct in its views, and entitled to receive, as it 
should, his hearty concurrence and co opezation. 

Let us, then, hear no more about the necessity 
of an expenditure for the current services, or an ave- 
rage yearly, in 1842-3,—4, of ‘wenty-five to thirty 
millions, contradicted as it is by the general policy 
and practice of both the two past Administrations 
—contradicicd by their recommendations to Con- 
gress—contradicied by the professions and pledges 
of those now in power; and, much more, contra- 
dicted by the views of the chairman himself on all 
former occasions. It mus’, therefore, be obvious, 
that if we take eighteen millions as a maximum— 
liable to be reduced much lower rather than to go 
higher, we shall better conform to the prudent les- 
sons of experience, as well as the natural course of 
events, and the promises of the past no less than 
the present persons in power, and the dictates of a 
wise public economy. 

This, then, is our platform. Here we stand. 
We extinguish, even before due, three millions of 
the loan, and spend, beside, in 1842, eighteen 
millions for the current service. ‘his makes 
an aggregate charge of only twenty-cne millions. 
How easily, then, can it be met without a tax on 
tea and coffee? But I say now, sir, as I said in 
1840, and in my report on the tariff jast winter, to 
which the chairman so ofien and so obligingly re- 
fers, that a very Jarge expenditure could not be 
met, without a tax on tea and coffee? With such 
an expendiiure you must burden not only them, 
but all necessaries, as well as luxuries, if no one 
duty is allowed to exceed twenty percent. Even 
now, sir, you collect more than half of the whole 
customs from only four great necessaries of life— 
that is, iron, sugar, molasses, and salt. I say now, 
too, as I said then, and as the cha rman himself 
said in 1832, in the speech before me, that tea and 
coffee, though to some persons, and in some respects 
Juxuries—and more so formerly than now—have 
got to be comforts to all classes, and necessaries to 
many. Hence I suggested, then, that if the 
expenses are, as they ought to be, reduced, modifi- 
cations can and should be made in the tables for 
taxing them. I say now, likewise as then, that if 
our importations are likely to be Jarger than in 
1838, which is admitied on all hands to be the case, 
these and other articles can, with still more proprie- 
ty, be omitted from the list of taxable merchandise 

Now, sir, a single moment to the specific proof 
of this ability in our revenue to meet all proper 
expenses and relieve those articles from duty. We 
propose to reduce and can reduce the expenditure. 
We anticipate a much larger importation of fo- 
reign goods than in 1838, and one doubtless will 
happen. The chairman then cannot refuse to ex- 
empt tea and coffee. Take his own computation 
of the revenue al twenty-three millions from duties 
alone, adding the home valuation, and will it not 
leave two millions after paying the above aggre- 
gate of twenty-one millions of expenses?—a higher 
expense thin he approved only three months ago. 
That two millions is the average tax proposed on 
tea and coffee, and hence most clearly it is unne- 
cessary and should be omitted. 

Again, keep the revenue from lands, and add it 
to the duties, aad you have, on the chairman’s own 
calculations, an aggregate of twenty-six millions of 
means to pay only twenty-one millions of charge. 
Woy then not exonerate tea and coffee, and keep 
the lands, if it be necessary and prudent to have 
some millions excess to cover contingencies? 

In reaching his conclusions, the cbairman com- 
plains of my different computations as to the home 
valuation; and yet differs, himself, five or six per 
cent. if I understand his views, from the Treasury 
Department. 

It is true, sir, that on a former occasion, my 
friend before me [Mr. Cataoun] stated, that the 


mode of valuation had been to add twenty per 
cent. to the foreign invoice of imports from be- 
yond the Cape of Good Hope, and ten to those 
from this side, and that I assented to his statement. 
But though such had been the practice at the out- 
set ot the Government in 1789, and most of the 
time since, yetachange did take place in 1832, 
which was pot at the moment adverted to, but 
which I mentioned to the Senate before its adjourn- 
menton the very day of that debate. Whether 
that change increased virtually or lowered the ten 
and twenty per cent. all could judge for themselves. 
I think the change was made at the instance of the 
manufacturers, and increased the rate, as it re- 
quired the appraisers, instead of it, to increase the 
nominal invoice price to the true price abroad, aud 
then add ‘‘all charges, except insurance.” It was 
noi as the Senator supposes—to add only a tew 
smal! items of charge. 

(Mr. WoopBury here read the 15th section of 
the act of July 14th, 1832, 8h vol. page 701.] 

The Senator had failen also into ano'her mis- 
take as to the home valuation, in supposing that 
the comptroller reported lastjwinter, and Mr. W. 
approved, an addition of twenty per cent. for 
home valuation to the former value under the for- 
mer laws. On the contrary, it will be seen, that 
the twenty per cent. was expressly to include 
or cover all those former charges as well as profits, 
&c. and would therefore be a nett addition not ex- 
ceeding in most cases ten to fifteen per cent. 

[Mr. W. here read from the report, February, 
1841, Senate document No 157.] 

On a review, then, of the whole matter concern- 
ing our revenue, how could the Senator complain, 
if, on this occasion, and for this purpose, members 
on this side of the chamber should assume as the 
ground of their computations, the official data of 
the chief officer of the Treasury Department, both 
as to the home valuation and the amount of im- 
ports? It is no disrespect to tne chairman to take 
that estimate of twenty-five millions for the nett re- 
venue from customs under the home valuation, 
rather than to take the Senator’s of twenty-three 
millions. Neither may prove to be correc'; and I 
am far from vouching for either. But we, at least, 
must be pardoned for taking tne highest Executive 
organ as a guide in this debate, rather than another 
guide, who admits himself not to be accustomed to 
these kinds of computation. 

The two following brief tables will, then, pre- 
sent the result on these data in a more compact 
form, and show most conclusively that the motion 
now under consideration can be adopted with per- 
tect safety to the Treasury. 

Tazce No. 1. 

Thus, expenses in 1842. 





Current expenditure - - $18,000,000 
Instalment on the public debt before 

due - - - - 3,000,000 

21,000,000 

Add interest - - - 500,000 

Agregate - - - $21,500,000 


— 


Receipts in 1842. 
Customs, as estimated by the Secre- 





tary of the Treasury - - $25,000,000 

Deduct proposed tax on tea and 
coffee, average - - - 2,000,000 
$23,000,000 


This leaves a million and a half of surplus re- 
venue. This is quite enough to cover my 
other motion to take off gradually the present 
duty on salt and molasses; and if the lands were 
not given away, would leave four and a half mil- 
lions not only to cover that reduction, but still 
others in sugar—iron, molasses, and salt—neces- 
saries of universal consumption. These ought, when- 
ever practicable, without dangerto the Treasury, 
to be cheapened for the encourragement and ad- 
vantage of the great mass of the people. A mo- 
ment’s attention to the other table and J have done 
with this point of the subject. 

Sappose, that instead of a revision of the whole 
tariff at this hurried session, the Administration 
had pursued the mere obvious and prudent course 


of raising the duty only on a few article, were 
clearly }uxuries more than tea and coffee, and in that 
way getting enough without disturbing the whole 
system. ; 
"Then the result would have been as follows: 
Taxte No. 2. 

The expenses would be kept down in 

1842 for the current service, and 

the debt and interest as before, 

(No. 1,) to . - - $21,500,000 
Then the receipts under the existing 

laws, without a new tariff, or new 

valuation, would be, on erdinary 

imports, near - - - $11,000,000 
Estimated increase of imports, if du- 

ties are kept low, so as to yield 


more revenue, to the extentof - 1,800,000 
Home valuation add to these, in a 
year, or in half a year, and the du- 
ty above 20 per cent. from Janua- 
ty to July, 1842 - - - 2,800,000 
Drawbacks and erroneous judicial 
decisions on present tariff, correct- 
ed as has been recommended - 2,000,000 
$17,600,000 
Raise wines and silks alone to 20 per 
cent. and on impert of 1839 you 
get more by - - - 4,500,000 








Aggregate duties - $22,100,000 

This, alone, would enable the Treasury to dis- 
charge all its obligations punctually, and leave a 
small balance. Butif the lands, at three millions, 
were added, it would cover any deficiency of im- 
ports of wines and silks below 1839, and leave a 
latge balance in the Treasury, without imposing a 
single dollar on tea or coffee. 

A word or two more on the topic of prices, as 
affected by high or low duties, to which the Sena- 
tor [Mr. Ciay] across the Chamber has twice ad- 
verted in this debate. He bas madea long exhibit 
to show that coffee has been lower in price when 
a duty was on it than when it was off. But can 
he seriously tell the Senate that he bimself believes 
those prices were thus changed by the operation of 
the tariff? Can he argue that, all other causes re- 
maining equal, an increase of duty on any 
article will not tend to increase its price, and a re- 
duction of duty will not tend to reduce its price? 

If these last are not the natural and necessary 
tendencies, why does the manufacturer ever ask for 
an increased duty on any article? What protec- 
tion can it yield? 

And again, if an augmentation of duty does not 
usually augment the price, why will not the South- 
ern gentlemen around him consent at once to have 
the compromise violaied, and the duty raised to 
two or three hundred per cent.? 

No, sir: prices vary from very complicated 
causes; and while on the one hand a reduction of 
duty may tend to lower them, and, standing alone, 
would lower them, an inereased demand for the ar- 
ticle, as for coffee, er a decreased production of it 
in some places, as of coffee in San Domingo, may 
at the same time counteract other influences, and 
even raise prices. An expanded currency here, 
too, may alone increase prices; when if not ex- 
panded, other circumstances would reduce them. 

Finally, sir, under an increased tariff on some 
articles, prices may fall, because the interest on 
the capital employed may be falling more than 
enough to counterbalance the duty; or an improve- 
ment may be made in machinery so as to reduce 
the cost of production (as has at times been the 
case in the manvfacture of cotton, woollens, and 
iron) much more than any addition to it by the 
tariff. In this way, prices of articles not included 
in any tariff often fluctuate as much as those in 
it. But he who supposes that prices are not likely 
to be affected by raising or lowering duties, in the 
absence of other causes of a counteracting nature, 
must be more blind to the experience of ages, the 
instinct and exertions of self-interest, or more 
credulous as to new theories and really groundless 
abstractions, than the chairman has ever before 
had credit for. 

With a view, then, not to have the price of tea 
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and coffee increased to the community, and at the 
same time with a proper regard to the safety of the 
Treasury, I trust that my motion will prevail, and 
those important articles of universal consumption 
be left free. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed tha’, for the first time 
this session, now at its very close, the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance had thought proper to 
develope the financial policy of the present Ad- 
ministration, and the calculations upon which its 
measures are to be based. ‘The exposition was so 
extensive, apd embraced so many calculations 
which could not be accurately remembered without 
proper data, that he (Mr. Catnoun) conceived it 
would be impossible to do jastice to the subject 
without a postponement; aud in hoping that the bill 
would be laid over till Monday, he would ask the 
Senator what means he would afford the Senate of 
having his exposition placed before it for consi- 
deration. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky replied that he bad not 
contemplated the writing out of his remarks, though 
he might probably have no objection to rendering 
any assistance required; he would let the Senator 
have the use of his (Mr. Cray’s) tables and calcu- 
lations. 

Mr. CAEHOUN remarked that this was a most 
important bill, and in the consideration of it there 
was a manifest necessity for having the exposition 
of the chairman of the Committee on Finance also 
under consideration. He would suggest the pro- 
priety of laying the bill over till Monday morning 
—there could be no objection to going into Execu- 
tive session for the remainder of the present day. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky declared he had no- 
thing personal to consult in the matter; but he 
thought, considering the advanced period of the 
session, and the fact, which he had just learned in- 
cilentally, that there was no business before the 
co-ordinate branch of Congress, and that it would 
be difficult to keep that body together longer thaa 
next Wednesday, there ought not to be even the 
delay of laying over the bill till Monday. Other 
amendments might be taken up—sornething more 
might be done this evening. Executive business 
could be despatched after the legislative business 
was finished, and the other House sheuld have ad- 
journed; but, if the gentleman preferred the re- 
sponsibility of further delay, he was ready to ac- 
quiesce in any decision the Senate might come to. 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked that he would as- 
sume no responsibility. If the Senator chore to 
force through a measure of this imporiance, and 
fraught with consequences of such magnitude with- 
out leaving it in the power of those who disap- 
proved of it, to provide themselves with full infor- 
mation as to the vsrious tables and calculations on 
which he based his exposition, he [Mr. Cray] 
should himself assume that responsibility. No time 
was giving for examining his details, and ascer- 
taining whether they were correct, or whether there 
were any omissions in his statements, which would 
not lead to different results from those which the 
Senator imagined. It was important to ascertain 
whether nothing had been omitted, as well as 
whether more was assumed than a close examina- 
tion of details would warrant. But he would appeal! 
to the Senate to say whether it was proper to pro- 

cee iin this precipitate manner under the disadvan- 
tage he had mentioned, and the want of informa- 
tion as to the statement just made by the Chairman 
of the Finance Committee, consist ng of so many 
details in figures that it would be scarcely possible 
to keep them in view, without adequate time for 
reflection. He would, however, assume no re- 
sponsibility in calling for a postponement; and, 
without saying more on that subject, he would say 
that the whole of the very elaborate speech made 
by the Senator from Kentucky, was the most 
overwhelming argument that could be offered 
against the Distribution bill, which had been forced 
through Congress within a few days. The expo- 
sition just made on the present bill threw anew 
light on the system, by which the measures of this 
session were to be consummated. He (Mr. Cat- 
HOUN) had repeatedly, throughout the session, 
asked why this Revenue bill was not the first of 
those measures placed under the consideration of 


Congress. The bill cold never be introduced till 


now, when it was too ‘ate toaffect the other measures 
of the system. Why was not this bill brought out 
before the Distribution bill, and the sevesal ap- 
propriation bills of this session? Why was it so 
carefully delayed un’'il those bills were placed be- 
yond the danger of rejection? Was it not because 
not one of them could bave been passed in the face 
of the exposition which the Senator from Kentucky 
now thinks proper to make to insure the passage of 
this bill? He (Mr. Catnoun) would ask the Sena- 
tor how he was to justify himself for his course in 
regard to this measure? How was he to justify 
himself for withholding till this time the exposition 
which only could enable the co-ordinate branches 
of the Government to act understandingly on the 
other measures which he called upon them to con- 
cur in?) Why did he withhold this information tll 


the announcement, in the official organ of the Ad- {| 


ministration, that the Executive had signed the 


made their calculation of retrenchment and re- 
form, and, having ascertained what could be done 
in that way, they would then make ‘heir estimates 
of means to meet their expenditures. With clear 


| details of all this, they would have hastened to lay 


Distribution bill? Was it not very well known | 


that the President would not give that bill the | 


sanction of his name if he thought it would be the 
means of violating the Compromise act? And 
here is the exposition of the chairman of the Fi- 
nance Committee, now that is known this fatal act 
is placed beyond reach, proving, in the most con- 


clusive manner, that the result is inevitable—that | 


the Compromise act must be violated in conse- 
quence of this Distribution bill. Now, when 
the precursors of this Tariff bill have cut off all 
retreat, when no possibility of retrieving one 
fatal step is left, the mover of the whole sys- 
tem comes out and tells the world that this Go- 
vernment is to have a deficit of sixteen million® in 
its Treasury at the end of the year! And this bill 
has been kept back, and this exposition has been 
delayed, till the signature of the President has 
been obtained to the Distribution bill, with a full 
knowledge that, had they preceded that bill, his 
signature never would have been given to it. Now 
it is fully seen why it was necessary to resort to 
gag-laws to force through these measures in a co-or- 
dinate branch of Congress, without discussion, 
without examination, without deliberation, and in 
such hot haste. Hence the rush of appropriation 
bills through that House. Now it comes out that 
the new expenditures authorized by this egjra ses- 
sion alone, are upwards of six millions. If the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury saw all this, how can that 
functionary find any justification in pushing on his 
expenditures beyond his resources, and in recom- 
mending appropriations to produce this state of 
things?’ Has every thing been going on by chance, 
or design? Or are the gentlemen willing to admit 
that they know not what they are doing, and have 
set the whole machine of Gover:.ment out of order? 
Is it their pleasure or their purpose to keep the af- 
fairs of Government in such confusion, that no 
consequences can be seen by those whom they call 
upon to act, till their measures are consummated, 
and it is too late to pause? Has not this been the 
effect of that shameful course of legislation by 
which these measures have been made depend- 
ent upon each other, and by means of which, 
as a whole, they are forced upon the coun- 
try, whereas, on their individual merits, they 
could not stand the test? For this end, the pas- 
sage of the one has been made a bargain for the 
passage of the other; and that is left last which 
should have been first, because, had it been first, 
the others never could have passed. If nothing 
but an honest and fair course of legislation had 
been contemplated, what would have been the or- 
der of proceedings at this cession? Shoold it not 
have b:en a full and candid exposition of the finan- 
cial policy of the Administration just come into 
power, and a development of the contemplated re- 
sources and expenditures of the Gevernment for 
the four years to come? Would not this be the 
frank and honorable course ef men whose patriot- 
ism would not stoop to indirect means of accom- 
plishing any end? Sueh men would have insti- 
tuied an investigation into the immediate condition 
of the Treasury—iis liabilities, expectations, re- 
sources, and accuracy of system. They would 
have calculated the measures of policy which the 
country expected from them, and the consequent 
expenditure of their Government for their term of 
service. In full view of all this, they would have 


such information before Congress as would enable 
every branch of the Government to act under- 
standingly upon ail the propositions brought for- 
ward as the policy uf the Administration. The 
Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Weopsvrr,} 
whose knowledge on subjects of finance is the re- 
sult of experience in the office which he filled with 
so much advantage to the country and credit to 
himself, has shown that, by proper and by no means 
inconvenient retrenchment and economy, there can 
be a lopping off from the expenditures of several 
millions. But the Senator trom Kentucky seems 
inclined to throw that duty upon the minority, no 
doubt aware that he could not impove a more un- 
palatable duty upon his own friends. Bat he 


_ (Mr. CaLnoun) would suggest to the Senator a 


|} simple process of ariving at what he seems so de- 





| sirous of finding out—that is, the lowest expendi- 


ture with which the Government can be carried on. 
His recommendation is this: to revert to the time 
of Mr. Mowroe’s Administration, when the Sena- 
tor frequently acted in co-operation with the radi- 
cal party, who exclaimed against the expenditures 
of that day; but now, reverting to those ex- 
penditures, and taking them item by item, let the 
Senator compare them wiih the same classes of 


| expenditure now, and having ascertained on which 


the greatest increase bad occurred, let him inves- 
tigate the cause of such increare, and necessity of 
continuing it, and, having done ail this, he may 
probably be able to designate which can most pro- 
perly be retrenched, so as to bring down the 
expenditures of the present Administration to as 
near that of Mr. Monrog’s Administration as 
charge of circums'ances will admit. He (Mr. 
Catwoun) had no doubt the Senator would find 
that he could cut off millions on millions of ex- 
penditare in this way. And would not that be bet- 


' ter than resorting to measures such as those of 


the present session, calculated to spread dismay 
throughout the country—not only in relation to the 
measures themselves, but to the appalling manner 
in which they have been carried through Congress? 
The Senator can have no objection to going back 
to Mr. Mowrog’s administration, and taking op 
the expenditure of his Government as one suffi- 
ciently large for thatday. The party with which 
the Senator then acted, considered that expendi- 
ture susceptible of considerable retrenchment. If 
his (Mr. Catnoun’s) memory served him, he be- 
lieved it was about ten millions of dollars. By 


| comparing the items of thatexpenditure with those 
| of the expenditure of the present Administration, 


the points of increase would be seen. It would be 


| ascertained how much the army has increased; 
| how much has been the increase of the navy; how 


much the increased expenses of the Judiciary, and 
of the civil list; and so on through allthe heads 


| of Departments belonging to the Administration. 
| By this process, the points of retrenchment would 
| be seen at force. Take up the pension list, and 


scrutinize it, aud you will find plenty of room for 
economy. Go into the department of Indian Af- 


| fairs, where there has been more extravagance, 


more lavish wastefulness, and more trickery than 


| in any other, and you will see what retrench- 
| ment 


can effect. Had this scrutiny taken 
place at the beginning of this session, aided by 
your committees, you would have been able to set 


| out by a lopping off of probably three millions. 


This would have been something to begin with; 
and you could then, with a good gtace, propose 
such new measures of policy as you could justify 
to the country. With a fair exposition of your 
system of economy and retrenchment, of your con- 
templated resources and ordinary expenditures, 
you could then show the basis upon which you de- 
pended for the cost of your new measures. The 
bill now under consideration would then have 
come within the scope of your preliminary action. 
Bat to keep back such a measure as this till the 
last days of an expiring session; till those who 
have to act upon it are worn out with toil, and 
have become restless and impatient to close their 
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labors; till there is no possibility of bestowing that 

tient investigation and deliberation upon it which 
its Vast importance and the magnitude of its con- 
sequences demand, is the strongest evidence that 
can be adduced of its own self-condemnation, and 
of the iniquitous designs it is intended to consum- 
mate. 

Anxious as he (Mr. Catacun) was to lay bare 
all the iniquitous tendencies of this measure, and 
to scrutinize its details, for that purpose, he couid 
not consent to take the responsibility of asking for 
one day’s delay: let the gentlemen have all the re- 
sponsibility of the bill, in all its stages, themselves. 

ey have called us here to deliberate on their 
measures, but have rendered all deliberation nu- 
gatory; they have created a vacuum in the public 
Treasury, by giving away one of its regolar 
sources of income, and making imprudent appro- 
priation:; and now they come forward to create a 
necessity for violating a solemn and sacred na- 
tional compact, in order to fill up that vacuum. 
They have left ne resource but commerce for every 
barden of Government; they have even saddled it 
with the Post Office Department. But the chair- 
man of the Finance Committee, in his speech of 
this day, hasshown the basis on which his party 
stands, ii is consistent with the interests of those 
whom that par-y represents. It is the proper basis 
for the support of the bankers, foreign stockjob- 
bers, speculators, and Wall street gamblers, who 
constitute the great money power. This revenue 
bill is the proper aliment of that consolidating mo- 
ney power. 

{Here a message from the House of Representa- 
tives was received, stating that the President had 
returned the Distribution bill with his signature, 
and that it had become a law; also, one of the ap- 
propriation bills.} 

There, sir, said Mr. C. that is the act that gives 
away that portion of the resources of the Treasury 
which should have been retained to help, with eco- 
nomy, to meet the crisis which the chairman of the 
Finance Committee, in his exposition, sta'es the 
Government is in. It is accompanied by another 
act, giving away two millions more in appropri- 
alions. 

The Senator from Kentucky maintains that it is 
impossible to avoid taxing articles of general con- 
sumption, so as to avoid any portion falling on the 
poor. That is very true; but the proportion falling 
on the laborer ought to be accompanied with that 
failing on the wealthy, in the ratio of their means. 
By the system here resoried to, the amount of con- 
sumption regulates the tax, and the laborer’s fami- 
ly pays more, in proportion to his means, a hun- 
dred fold, than that of his rich neighbor, becaure 
there is not a proper disctimination of the articles 
of taxation, 

We have heard nothing from the Senator about 
economy and retrenchment, but a few expressions, 
recommending the minority to take the matier up. 
There was no occasion for that advice; the mino- 
rity would never eease ils vigilance. What dis- 
position has the Senator’s party shown to econo- 
mize and retrench?) How has the time of this ses- 
sioa of Congress been consumed? In Bank mea- 
sures, in distribution of revenue, in making ex- 
travagant appropriations, and in devising wasteful 
and enormous expenditures, in order to create a 
necessity for enormous taxation. That is the sort 
of economy and setrenchment which the Senator’s 
friends approve and practise. But this line of po- 
licy prove more fatal to that party, and the mea- 
sures of this session will prove more disastrous to 
them than they now dream of. The condeimna- 

tion of the country will not be the only effect. 


- The gentleman of New England, who have lent 


their aid to them, will find the fatal effects in their 
blighted commerce; the gentieman of the South 
will experience it inthe violation of the hitherto- 
considered inviolable compromise act; both bave 
acted a suicidal part, and they will speedily feel 
that they bave. 

Mr. CLAY of Ken ucky rejoined. 

Mr. CALHOUN followed; when the question 
was taken on the amendment, and decided in the 
affiirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Choate, Clay of Alabama, 


Clay‘on, Cuthbert, Dixon, Evans, Falton, Gra- 
ham, Huntington, King, Linn, McRoberts, Man- 
gam, Miller, Morehead, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, Sevier, Simmons, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, White, Woodbridge, 
Woodbury, Wright and Young—39. 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Clay 


of Kentucky, Henderson, Kerr, Merrick, Preston, 
Rives, Seutbard—10. 

Mr. ALLEN then moved to amend the bill by 
exempting the article of salt from duty. 

Mr. BENTON spoke for some time in support 
of the amendment. He said that the tax on salt 
acted on the poor most oppressively; that the 
banker, with his millions, did not use as much salt 


in a year as a farmer’s cow would lick up in half a 
season. 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding gunny bags. 

Mr. BENTON objecied to mixing up any thing 
sO incongruous as guuny bags with salt. 

Mr. BATES moved that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. SEVIER demanded the yeas and nays; 


which having been ordered, the vote stood as fol- 
lows 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Huntington, K-r, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Mouton, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Sim- 
mons, Southard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—24 


WAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Grahain, 
Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, 
Pierce, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Conn. 
Smith of Indiana, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young—22. 


And the Seuate adjourned to Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SATURDAY, Sepiember 4, 1841. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and appreved. 

Mr. JOHN C, CLAKK rose and said it would be recollected 
that in the early part of the session a resolution had been 
adopted by the House in relation to furnishing stationery, and 
the subject had been referred to a commitcee, of which the gen- 
uleman from Virginia, (Mr. Summgrs,] not now in his seat, was 
chairman. 

It was understood that the committee would not be able to re- 
portat this session—that they had not come toany definite con- 
clusion as to what would be the proper mode of furnishing sta- 
tionery. In that view of the subject, he hoped he would be 
allowed, by the unanimous consent of the House, to offer the 
follow) ¢ resolution: 

Resolved, That no purchase of stationery be made for the 
use of this House until the committee heretofore appointed on 
that subject report to the House. 

Mr. BRIGGS was understood to say he did not see the neces- 
sity for the adoption of such a resolution. 

Mr. CLARK was understood to say that there was stationery 
now on handto serve the purposes of the House during the 
first four weeks of the next session. Unlesssuch a resolution 
wefe adopted, new stationery would be procured, and that pro- 
bably a very inferior quality. Why, then, object to the resolu- 
tion? 

Mr. BRIGGS objected. 

Mr. CLARK said that he might take the responsibility of per- 
mitting the contingent fund to be plundered then. 

Mr. BRIGGS said he would do so. 

And the resolution, being objected to, was not received. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following commu- 
ninations: 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a Contract 
entered into by his predecessor, Mr. Poinsett, with the agent of 
Jean B. and Pelagi Ferribault, for the purchase of the island or 
point of land at the junction of the St. Peter’s and Mississippi 
rivers, asa part of the military reserve at Fort Snelling, to- 
gether with various papers in relation to the subject. Keferred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a re- 
port of Lieut. W. H. Emory, in relation to the situation and 
improvement of the harbor of Newcastle, onthe river Dela- 
ware. Laid on the table. 

On leave given, Mr. CROSS offered the following resolution; 
which was aJopted. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
edi to cause to be communicated to this House whether any, 
and, ifany, what reculations exist, by treaty stipulation or 
otherwise, between this Government and the Republic of Tex- 
as, on thesubject of the collection of debts, regaining the pos- 
session of property, and enforcing legal liabilities and rights 
by citizens of one Government against those of the other. 
And, likewise, such laws and treaty stipulationsas have di- 
rect relation to the commercial! intercourse between the said 
Governments. 

Mr. GOODE of Virginia presented proceedings of meetines 
of citizens of Surry and Brunswick, protesting against the 
measures of the extra session generally, and approving of the 
conduct of Messrs. Wiss, Hunter, MALLory, and Gitmer: 
laid on the table. 

On leave given, Mr. STEENROD submitted a motion that 
certain papers on the files of the House,having reference to the 
selection of sites upon the Western waters for marine hospi- 
tals, (and not heretofore printed,) be printed for the use of the 
House; which motion was agreed to. 






CONTESTED ELECTION FROM FLORIDA. 

Mr. HALSTED, chairman of the Committee on Elections, 
reported from that committee the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the case of David Levy, claiming a seat in 
this House as Delegates from Florida, be postponed until Mon. 
day next, at 10 o’clock; and that he be heard at the bar of this 
House upon his case, if he shal! so desire. 

Mr. BRIGGS suggested to Mr. H. so to modify the ressoly. 
tion asto provide that Mr. Levy should be heard “in person or 
by council.’? This was the usual mode. _ 

Mr. HALSTED modified the resolution to read accord- 

ingly. 

“anid, as modified the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON rose and expressed the hope that 


. some specific day would be designated for the adjournment 


of Congress. 

{Cries of “No, no;” “Not quite ready yet.’’] 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS said, if there was no other busi- 
ness before the House to-day, he would move an adjourn. 
ment. : 

(Cries of ‘*‘Wait for the Bank Bill,” &c. 

So Mr. W. did not persist in his motion. 

THE CASE OF McLEOD. 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished business of the 
morning hour to be the following resoluuion, heretofore offered 
by Mr. J G. Fioyp, of New York: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to inform this House, if not incompatible with the public 
interest, whether any officer of the Army or the Attorney Ge 
neral of the United States has, since the 4th of March last, been 
directed to visit the State of New York for any perpose con- 
nected with the imprisonment or trial of Alexander McLeod; 
and, ifso, to communicate to this House copies of the instruc- 
tions to, and report of, such-officer; and whether, by any Execu- 
tive measures or correspondence, the Briush Government has 
been given to understand that Mr. McLeod will be released or 
surrendered, 

The immediately pending motion being that of Mr. Boarp- 
MAN to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. LINN moved a call of the House; which was or- 
dered. 

The roll was called, and 165 members having been ascertain- 
ed to be present, al! further proceeding on the call were dis- 
pensed with. 2 i 

And the question recurring on laying the resolution on the 
table— 

Mr. BOARDMAN, atthe request of Mr. ApAms, withdrew 
the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS then addresse:i the House at some length in op. 
position to the resolution, All the gentlemen, he said, who had 
spoken on this resolution, professed to be actuated by the most 
patriotic motives, and not to be at allinfluenced by party cons 
derations; but, without questioning their patiiotisia, he must 
be permitted (o say that the resoluion was one of the rankest 
party measures. Mr. A’ in the course of his remarks, magni- 
fied the danger of a collision with Great Britain—referred to her 
vast military and naval power, and showed that of herarmy, 
even on our very borders, there was a larger and betier appoint 
ed force than the whole army of the United States. With 
such power in the hands of our opponents, and in our defence- 
less condition, the fair fields of New York might be deluged in 
blood, her towns ransacked, and damages done that would be 
irreparable, before we could be prepared to defend ourselves. 
Tn the condition in which we were with Great Britain, he was 
not willing to goto war upon an Issue in which we were deci 
dedly in the wrong—an issue, he said, which we would not dare 
to submit to foreign nations for arbitrament. He did not sub- 
scribe to the very learned opinion of Judge Cowen, and he be- 
lieved thatthe Caroline had committed acts of hostility against 
the British before she was destroyed, and therefore we had 
struck the first blow. Speaking of the man who was killed on 
the wharfat Schlosser, he humorously applied to the case a 
quotation from Moliere, which, being translated, means; *What 
the devil had youto do with the sieamboat?” He had heard a 
gentleman say, some das ago, that so long as we had Daniel 
Webster for Secretary of Staie, there was no danger of a war 
with England, and the gentleman seemed to lament it. Now 
he believed it to be true, and rejoiced thatit was so. He thank- 
ed God that we had a man at the head of affairs who would pre- 
serve the peace of the nation. One great object he had in rising 
was to do justice, as far as he could, to that eminent statesman. 
Great injustice had, in his opinion, been done to him in the 
course 0! this discussion. There was not one word in that 
correspondence which had been so _ severely centured, 
that he [Mr. Apams] did not endorse, If it had 
had the effect of conciliauing the British Government 
and sofiening their feelings towards us, so much the better. 
Why, what did we hear aiter the report last session, made by 
the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Prckens?] Why, it 
raised a commotion in England, that so frightened our Minis- 
ter there, that he advised our frigatesto run away. ‘This act 
of Mr. Stevenson had done more to disgrace our nation than 
any thing that had happened since the days of the Chesapeake. 
What would the different nations of Europe say, but that our 
navy had Shown the white feather? Mr. A. censured Mr. Ste- 
venson severely for not being better informed of the intentions 
of the British Government. He ventured to assert that there 
was nota Charge d’Aflaires at the Court of St. James that did 
noi kuow what passed in the British Cabinet Councils on this 
subject, thouzh Mr. Stevensen was ignorant of it. Mr. A. then 
went on to examine the terms and objects of the resolution, and 
argued for some time against the policy of adopting it. 

When Mr. ApAms had concluded, he moved to lay the reso- 
lution on the table. 

Mr. WISE wished some one to defend Mr. Stevenson, who 
had not spoken on the question; but if no one was ready at the 
ioment, he would doit. The House, however, refused to per- 
mit Mr. Wise to proceed. 

The question was then taken and decided in the affirmative, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sheis 
lock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, Barton, 
Birdseye, Black, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Briggs, Brockway, 
Bronson, Milton Browa, Jeremiah Brown, Burwell, Willian 
Batler, Ca‘houn, William B. Campbell, thomas J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Casey, John C, Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Cushing, Garrett Davis, Wm. C. Dawson, Deberry, John Ed- 


| wards, Everett, Fillmore, Gamble, Gentry, Goggin, P. G. 
| Goode, Graham, Green, Greig, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, 


W. 8. Hasting 


Henry, Howard, !udson, Hunt, James 
Irvin, William 


. Irwin, James, King, Lane, Linn, T, F. 
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Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, May- 
nard, Moore, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pendleton, 
Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, B. Randall, Alexander Ran- 
dall, Randolph, Rayner, Rencher, Ridgway, Ruseell, Salton- 
stall, Sergeant, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Smith, Stanly, 
Stokely, Stratton, Alex. H. If. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Ta- 
jiaferro, J. B. Thompson, R. W. Thompson, ‘tillinghast, 
Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Wallace, Warren, 
Edward D. White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, and A. Young—109. 

NAYS—Messers. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Beeson, Bid- 
lack, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 
Chapman, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Danie}, RK. D. Davis, Dean, 
Doan, Doig, Eastman, J. C. Edwards, Ferns, J. G. Floyd, 


‘C. A. Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Williatn O. Goode, Gordon, 


Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Houck, Houston, Hu- 
pard, Ingersoll. Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, 
A. McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, 
Alfred Marshall, John Thonpson Mason, Mathews, Medill, 
Miller, Morgan, Newhard, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, Plu 
mer, Reynolds, Riggs, Shaw, Snyder, Steenrod, Sweney, Tom 
fiason, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Westbrook, 
James W. Williams, Wise, and Wood—70. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

A message was received from the Senate, by the hands of 
A. Dickrs, esq. Secretary, informing the House that the 
President of the United States did, on the Ist of September in- 
stant, approve and siga the bill to provide for taking the sixth 
census, or enumeration of inhabitants of the United States, 

Also, the bill entitled “An act in addition to an act entitled 
an actto carry into effect a convention between the United 
States and the Mexican Republic.” 

Also, the joint resolution to provide for the distribution of 
the printed returns of the sixth census. 

Also, that the Senate had passed the following bills: 

An act to provide for the better co!lection, safe keeping, and 
disbursement of the public revenue by means of a corporation 
to be styled the Fiscal Corporation of the United States. 

An act authorizing the transmission of jetters aud packets to 
and from Mrs. Harrison free of postage. 

An actto provide fer placing Greenough’s Statue of Wash 
ington in the Rotundo ot the Capitol, and for expenses therein 
mentioned. 

An act to provide for repairing the Petomac Bridge, with an 
amendment. 

Also, that the Senate had agreed to the amendment of this 
House to the fourth amendment to the bill No. & eatitled “An 
act making appropriations for various fortifications, for ord- 
nance, and for preventing and suppressing Indian hostilities.” 

Mr. RANDOLPH, from the Committee on Enrotied Bills, 
reported that the committe» had examined the act ‘to provide 
for the better collection, safe keeping, and disbursement of the 
yublic revenue by means of a corporation to be styled ‘The 

iscal Corporation of the United States,’ ” and had found the 
same correct. Whereupon the bill received the signature of 
the Speaker. 

A message was received from the President of the United 
States, by the hands of Jonn TyYLer, jr. esq. his private Secre- 
tary, notifying the House that the President had approved and 
signed the bill “to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands and to grant pre emption rights.” 

On motion of Mr. JOHN C. CLARK, it was 

Resolved, That no purchase of paper for the use of the 
House be made until the committee appointed on that subject re 
port to the House at the next session. 

Mr. WISE (leave having been denied) moved that the rules 
of the House be suspended, to eriable him to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State furnish to this House 
a copy of any corressondence between Andrew Stevenson, 
Minister 0} the United States at the Court of Great Britain, and 
Isaac Hull, commander of the fleet of the United State in the 
Mediterranean, in relation to the departure of said fleet from 
that seain prospect of a war with Great Britain. And also 
copies of any proceedings had in eouncil of the officers of said 
fleet in relation thereto; and also copies of any correspondence 
between the said minister and the Department of State, and 
between any officer or officers of said fleet and said Department 
in relation thereto; and any and al! other papers in possession 
of the Department on the subject which it may not be incom- 
patible with the interest to communicate. 

On which motion Mr. W. asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 103, nays 58. 

So (two-thirds not voting in the affirmative) the rules were 
not suspended, 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 


Mr. FILLMORE rose, and said that the report of the Com- 
mittee of Conference (heretofore appointed) on the bill making 
appropriations fer various fortifications, for ordnance, and for 
preventing and snppressing Indian hostilities, had been delayed 
to this time, in consequence of an accidental omission on the 
part of the Senate to act upon one of the amendments. Since 
that time, the Senate had concurred in the amendment of this 
House to their amendment; and the only remaining question 
now, that prevented the bill being finally disposed of, was the 
disagreeing vote of the two Houses in relation to the appropria- 
tion of $30,000 for surveys for military defences. 

The Committee on Conference had had a meeting, and he had 
been instructed to make the following report: 

The Committee of Conference appointed by this House and 
the Senate, on the disagreement of the two Houses on the se- 
cond amendment of the Senate to the “ Bill making appropria- 
tions for various fortifications, for ordnance, and for pre- 
venting and suppressing Indian hostilities,’ have had a con- 
ference, and unanimously recommend that the House recede 
from its disagreement to said amendment, and concur with the 
Senate in the same. 

The report having been read-- 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House concur therein. 

A communication from the Topographical Bureau, on the 
a oy of these surveys, was read. 

r. WARD inquired of the Speaker what would become of 
the bill ifthe House should now disagree to this report? 

The SPEAKER said the bill would be lost. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. FILLMORE, DAW- 

Baar BROWN of Pennsylvania, WISE, and TILLING- 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved the previous question. 

And there was a second. 


And the main question (being on concurrence in the report 





of the Commitee 
taken. 

Mr. CAVE, JOHNSON asked the yeas and nays on the main 
question; which were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messre. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, 8. J) An- 
drews, Arnold, Ayerigg, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Bidlack, 
Birdseye, Black, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Briggs, Brockway, 
Bronson, C. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, William Butler, 
Calhoun, Caruthers, Casey, John C. Clark, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cravens, Garrett Davis, William C. Dawson, John Edwards, 
Everett, Ferris, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Gamble, P. G. Goode, 
Greig, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, Wm. 8. Hastings, Henry, 
Howard, Hunt, Ingersoll, Jas. Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, 
Isaac D. Jones, King, Lane, Linn, Mallory, Alfred Marshall, 
S. Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Mor 
gan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Parmenter, Patridge, Pen- 
dleton, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Ran- 
dali, Randojph, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simon. 
ton, Slade, Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Stokeley, Stratton, John T. 
Stuart, Summers, J. B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Teland, Tom. 
linson, Triplett, Trumbull, Van Buren, Wallace, Ward, War- 
ren, Westhrook, E. D. White, Th. W. Williams, Lewis Wl. 
liams, Winthrop, Yorke, and A. Young—14, 

NAYS—Messts. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Beeson, Bowne, 
Bayd, A. V. Brown, M. Brown, Burke, Williain B Campbell, 
Thos. J. Campbell, Chapman, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, 
Richard t. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, J 
(, Edwarde, Egbert, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Gerry, 
Goggin. William O. Goode, Gordon, Green, John Hastings, 
Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Huhard, Cave Johnsen, J 
W. Jones, Keim. Lewis, Abraham McClellan, Robert McC 'e}- 
lan. McKay, McKeon, Marchand, John T. Mason, Mathews, 
Medill, Newhard, Payne, Pope, Rayner, Rencher, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Riggs, Shaw, Shepperd, Snyder, Steenrod, Sweney, 
Taliaferro, Turney, Undetwood, Watterson, James W. Wil- 
liams, Jos. L. Williams, Wise. and Wood—71. 

So the House concurred in the report of the Committee of 
Conference; and thus the bill, after many throes and agonies, 
awaits only the signature of the President to become a law. 

And, on motionof Mr. YORKE, 

The House adjourned. 


of Conference) was ordered to be now 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, September 6, 1841. 

Mr. BENTON presented the proceedings and 
resolutions of a meeting of citizens of Surry coun- 
ty, Virginia, condemning the measures of the 
extra session, and approving the veto of the 
President on the Bank bill; which, without de- 
bate, were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
ciary, reporied the bill from the House making it 
the duty of the Attorney General to inquire into 
the validity of the titles to sites on which fortifica- 
tions or other public works are erected. 

The bill making appropriations for the expenses 
of the eutfits of the diplomatic agents of the Go- 
vernment, was taken up. 

Mr. BUCHANAN had a remark to make on 
one or two of the provisions of this bill; but as the 
chairman was not in the Senate, he would rather it 
would be passed over for the present. 

The joint resolution for the purchase of water 
rotted hemp, was then taken up. 

Mr. CALHOUN thought it better to let it lie for 


the close of the session, and he thought it, therefore, 
infinitely better that it should lie over. 

The resolution was laid on the table for the pre- 
sent. 

Mr. BENTON submitted a resolution directing 
the Secretary of the Senate to send to the President 
a copy of document 104, relating to the quantities 
of land surveyed and withheld from sale. 

Mr. B. said it appeared from this document that 
there were eight millions five hundred thousand 
acres of land prepared for sale, and not yet brought 
into market. We were informed by the Senator 
from Kentucky on Saturday, that the Treasury was 
greatly in debt, and on that day we increased the 
debt sume millions more, and we have had treaties 
referred to us which will take some millions more. 
In this distressed condition of the Treasury, it re- 
curred to him, if the President was aware of the 
great amount of lands ready for sale, he would 
order some of them to be brought into market, and 
thus relieve the Treasury from a portion of its em- 
barrassment. If they were now ordered for sale, 
they could be sold in December next, and the pro- 
ceeds derived from them might, perhaps, avert the 
necessity of the loans which it was said would be 
necessary about that period. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana thought the motion a 
most remarkable one. It was neither respectful 
nor proper. He would move to lay it on the 
table. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama asked the Senator to 
withdraw the motion for a moment. 


the present. ‘They were now within a few days of 


ow 


Me. S withdrew the motion. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he saw nothing 
disresp°ctfal in the motion, nor was it unusual to 
make such a motion. He hoped, with the Senator 
trom Missouri, that the attention of the President 
would be tarned to this subject. Within the last 
year there had been offered for sale but 584,000 
acres of land, where there has been usvally, in the 
same time, five or six millions offered for sale 
What is the object of withholding these lands from 
sale? Is it that the States may clatch a greater 
quantity under the Distribution law? Now, while 
increased taxation is proposed; when a public debt 
of twelve milliin of dollars has been contracted; 
and when we have been informed that sixteen 
milions more will be wanted in December next, 
why not se!l some of these lands, which would 
bring money into the Treasury, where it is so much 
wanted. 

Mr. CLAY of Ky. asked what the Senator from 
Alabama sought by such a movement? The docu- 
ment was communicated by the Secretary of the 
freasury, who was under the immediate eye and 
contro! of the President, and supposed to do no- 
thing without bis assent. The docament virtually 
came from the President; and, besides, there were 
four or five ewpies of all the public documents laid 
before the President. Where, then, was the be- 
cessity of sending this?’ The other day only gen- 
tlemen manifested great respect for the Executive. 
Had they Jost their new-born zeal, and so much of 
their respect as to send such a document to him, 
by way of hint?) There were various reasons why 
these lands had been withheld, but the principal 
one was to favor those very pre emptions of which 
gentiemen on the other side had talked so much. 
They were afraid that if the lands were put up the 
speculators would buy up their improvements. 
Now, although he had never said so much in favor 
of the pre-emptive princip'e, still he had ever b.en 
from first to last against the speculators. No such 
motive as increasing the amount to be distributed 
to the Siates ever entered into the head of any 
body connected with the Executive or legislative 
branch of the Government. The motion was so 
unusual, sc contrary to all propriety, that Se- 
nators must see ata glance that it ought not to be 
adopted 

Mr. BENTON meant no disrespect to the Presi- 
dent, but he thought it very desirable for bim to 
possess this document. Docunients sent to the 
President in masses, as they were from the two 
Houses of Congress, were seldom looked into. 
The President might well be supposed to be igno- 
rant of the details of his office, fer no one man 
could examine al] the masses of papers brought be- 
fore this body. As money was wanted in the 
Treasury, it would be seen how it might be ob- 
tained, by bringing those lands into market. With 
respect to reasons for keeping out these lands, he 
could only say that the reasons assigned by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office are at 
least as authentic as any that may be imagined by 
any Senator on this floor; and that officer, in ail 
the reasons he has assigned for withholding thrse 
Jands from sale, has not said, in any case, they 
were withheld in accordance with a request from 
pre-emptors. 

Mr. WALKER was opposed to having the lands 
in Mississippi brought into market at this juncture. 
If they were now offered for sa'e in that State, be- 
fore she had selected her 5,000 acres under the 
land law, the best lands wculd be purchased up by 
speculators. He desired that the President might 
know that he, for one, protested against such a 
measure until the State had made her selection. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama made some [further re- 
marks in favor of the motion. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said this was a strange 
motion indeed. What is it? Nothing more nor 
less than to send to the President a copy of a docu- 
ment which be already bas before him. The mo- 
tion was predicated on the presumption that the 
President required the aid of the Senate to bring to 
his notice the documents furnished Congress by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. Mr. 8S. would not pre- 
sume that the President required any such aid; and, 
if he did, the Senate shonld not be used for any 
such purpose. It would be degrading to the one, 
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and disiespeciful to the other, and he could have 
no hand init. He intended to move to lay the 
motion on the table before he took his seat. He 
would, however, say a word upon the oft-repeated 
charge against the present Administration, that the 
public lands have been held up from sal so that 
the proceeds might be distributed among the Siates. 
Mr. 8. said there was not the least foundation for 
the charge. It would be found, upon an exami 
nation of the document now proposed to be sent to 
the President, that the lands specified had been 
withheld from sale for the best of reasons: in mest 
instances because they had not been attached to 
any land district, and, therefore, the President had 
no power to proclaim these lands for sale. Did 
not Senators know that? Then why complain of 
the Executive? Why charge that Department? No 
blame could attach there; nor, indeed, could it 
any where. The reasons for not attaching them 
for sale by Congress had been perfectly satisfacto- 
ry to Congress, as gentlemen of all parties had 
maintained from time to time. 
that there had been a very great excess over the de- 
mand of the public lands brought into market in 
years past. Let Senators look at the table furnished 
the Senate ai the commencement of the present ses- 
sion, and they would see that there were then 


118,173,441 acres of public lands subject to pri- | 


vate entry. Take this fast, together with the 
condition of the country, the scarcity of money, 
and the interests of pre-emptors,and the reasons 
would be obvious why Congress had not prepared 
more jands for sale by attaching them to disiricts, 


The President hed nothing whatever tode with | 


this, and the motion of the Senator to send him 
the document was in every way improper. 


It was weli known | 
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Mr.8. | 


would, to save further time, move to lay it upon | 


the table. 

The question having been taken on laying the 
subject on the table, it was carried. 

Mr. BAYARD introduced a joist resolution in 


relation to the settlement of the claim to the Pea- | 


Patch Islard; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

The bill modifying the tariff was then taken up 
Mr. Atcen had prepo-ed to make salt a free arti: 
cle, which Mr. Wacker had proposed to amend 
by adding gunny bags 

Mr. BENTON appealed to the Senator from 
Mississippi to withdraw his amendmen’, and let the 
vote be taken on salt. 

Mr. KING also appealed to the Senator from 
Mississippi to w.thdraw his amendment. 


Mr. WALKER said, at the suggesiion of his | 


friends, he should withdraw his amendment for the 


present, as it was supposed by some it might em- 


barrass the original amendment. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON opposed the amendment | 


as tending tu a violation of the compromise act. It 


would resnit, also, in the annihilation of the exten- | 
sive American works engaged in this manufacture, | 


and would give the foreign manufacturers a mono- 


poly in trade which would tend to the great in- | 
creasing on the price of the article as it entered into | 


the consumption of the country. 


Mr. KING was in favor of the compromise ac', | 


so far as it could be maintained. The article of 


salt entered equally into the consumption of all | 


classes—ihe poor as well asthe rich. He should 
vote forthis amendment. If the Senator wished, 
he would vote to amend the proposition so that it 


should not take effect ull the 30:h of June, 1842; | 


and they would prevent its interference with the 
compromise. Fie hoped the experiment would be 
made, and be ascertained whether revenue sufii- 


-cient for the expens s of Government could te 


raised Ly taxation on other articles which could 
better bear it. He should vote for the amendment. 

Mr. BATES said the duty on salt affected two 
great portions of the community in a very different 
manner— he interior of the country, which derived 
their supplies from the domestic manufaciure, from 
salines, and t ose parts on the sea-board which 
were supplied with imported salt. The price of 
salt for the interior of the country, which was sup- 
plied with domestic salt, of which there was a great 
abundance, wou!d not be affected by an imposition 
of duty, as the price was regulated by the law of na- 
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ture, and could not be repealed or modified; but the 
price of salt on the seaboard, which was supplied 
by imports, and some manuiactured from marine 
water, would, however gentlemen might be dis- 
posed to disbelieve it, be increased if the duty were 
taken off ; as the manufactories of salt from marine 
water would be entirely suspended, since none 
would continue the investment of their capital in 
so unceriain a business—the foreign supply being 
quite irregular. Thus perhaps, a third of the sup- 
plies being cut off, a greater demand would arise, 
aod the price be increased, on the seaboard, while 
the interior wonld not be affected. 

Mr. SEVIER wished to know bow much reve- 
nue was collected from salt; he had heard it stated 
that the drawbacks amounted to more than the da- 
ty; if so, it would be better to leave it among the 
free articles. 

Mr. CLAY did not recollect positively; he be- 
lieved the duty was about $400,000, and the draw- 
backs near $260,000—the iax greatly exceeded the 
diawback. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, individually there was, 
perhaps, no article which he would prefer to have 
exempted from duty than salt, but he was opposed, 
by any vote of his, to give a pretext for a violation 
of the compromise act hereafter. The duty on 
salt was going off gradually, and full as rapidly 
as was consistent with safety to commercial inte- 
rests. Noone could regard the bill before them 
as permanent. It was evident that the whole sys- 
tem would have to be revised under the compromise 
system. 

Mr. WALKER was warmly in favor of the 
He regarded a tax on salt as inhu- 
man and unjust. It was almost as necessary to 
human life as the air they breathed, and should be 
exempted from all burdens whatever. 

Mr. ALLEN then modified his amendment so 
as that it should not take effect until after the 3d 
of June, 1842. 

Mr. CLAY spoke against the amendmen!; and 
said the very circumstance of the universality of 
its use Was a reason it should come in for its share 
of taxation. He nevertalked aboutthe poor, but 
he believed he felt as mach, and probably more, 
ihan those who did. Who were the poor? Why 
we were all poor; and any attempt to select certain 
classes for taxation was absurd, as before the collec- 
tor came round they might be poor. He expressed 
the hope that the tax might not be interfered with. 
This was a sutject which Mr. Jefferson and Mr. 
Macon took under their peculiar care, and other 
gentiemen had since mounted the hobby, and lite- 
rally rode it down. He could tell them, if they 
desired to preserve the compromise, they must 
leave the salt tax alone. 

The debae was further continued by Messrs, 


WALKER, BENTON, CALHOUN, and PRES: | 


TON, when the question was taken on the adop- 
tion of the amendment, and decided in the nega- 
tive, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, Mc- 
Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, White, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—2l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, 
Calhoun, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dix- 
on, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Porter, Smith of Indi- 
ana, Southard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, and Wood- 
bridge—23. 

Mr. WALKER then moved his amendment, to 
exempt gunny bags; and, after some considerable 
discussion, it was lost—yeas 13, nays 33. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to strike out, in the Ist 
section, 5:h and 6th lines, the words “which are 
now admitted free of daty, or.” He said it was to 
limit the operation of this act to articles now paying 
a duty of less than twenty per cent. and to exclude 
articles now duty free. He maintained that, under 
the compromise, no article now duty free, could 
be taxed till the 30th June, 1842. The 3d and 6h 
sections related to the imposition of a duty to the 
limits of twenty per cent. on articles bearing a less 
rate of duty; bat free articles were not to be taxed 
under it. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky differed in toto with the 
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gentleman. In the first place, the compromis- re. 
lated entirely to the protected articles—it did not re. 
late to wines, silks, &c. Suppose, under an economi- 
ca! Administration, revenue sufficient could not be 
collected, then he would go for a duty beyond 
twenty percent. The spirit of the c: mpromise 
was, that they should not go beyond 20 jer cent, 
duty, if possible, in the exercise of an economical 
administration. The compromise only applied to 
dutiable articles and not to those free of duty. If 
this amendment prevailed the bill would not pro. 
duce more than a had million dollars. He hoped 
the Senator would perceive this literal interpreta- 
tion of the act was beyond all practical Purposes, 
and wou!d reduce the revenue by this bill from 
ten millions dollars to half a million. 

Mr. CALHOUN was glad that the Senator from 
Kentucky had admitted that his amendment was 
in accordance with the letter of ihe compromise 
act. He held that it was also the manifest spirit 
and object of the act, and that the provision for 
this purpose was expressly iniroduced into this 
bill. The object of the compromise bill was in 
the first plase to sweep away the protective sysiem; 
next to relieve an overflowing Treasury; and, last- 
ly, to produce a state of things which, before 1842, 
would compel this Government to reduce its ex- 
penditures to an economical expenditure. He con- 
sidered this bill a vielation of the compromise. 
By that bill the duties were not to be charged ex- 
cept in two contingencies; to raise them in case ofa 
deficient revenue, and to reduce them when there 
was a surplus. Now there was a deficient revenue, 
and yet we see some articles which are now 
paying duty, placed in the free list by this 
bill, as hides, and various other articles connected 
with the manufacturing iuterest. In fact, the whole 
tendency of this bill was to throw the burden of 
supporting this Government on a particular sec- 
tion of this country. Articles for which their 
staples were exchanged were heavily taxed, while 
these connected with the manufacturing interest 
were generally admitied duty free. Articles which 
are now free by thecompromise act, are taxed, while 
o'her articles are made free in direct contravention 
of the act. The trade with Germany and France 
was a profitable one to this country, and increas- 
ing, and this commerce was paid for by the cotion, 
the tobacco and the rice of the Sonth and South- 
west. The burdens imposed upon this trade would 
in the first place, affect the exportation and the 
price of the stapleshe had mentioned, but they 
would not stop there. It would not only 
affect the South, but the Wes', and the 
manuufaciuring interest of the North and the 
East itself; and how would it do this? The 
West was a grazing and provision country. They 
sold their provisions and their stock to the South; 
and with the money thus raised, they purchased 
goods of the merchants and manufaciurers of the 
North and the East. Their ability to buy of the 
latter depended upon the ability of the former to 
purchase of them; and this again depended on the 
price they received for their staples. If the South 
is impoverished, its capacity to buy of the West is 
diminished, and the capacity of the West to buy of 
the North is likewise diminished. He again sug- 
gested, though he would make no proposition, that 
it would be better to lay this whole sabject over to 
the next session. We were in no condition at the 
present time, at the heel of the session, for a proper 
consideration of the subject. He would be willing to 
unite in a readjustment of the compromise act, by 
gradually reduciog the duties above 20 per cent. to 
that scale, and increasing those below that ratio, 
until a proper medium was reached which would 
afford a revenue sufficient for the economical ad- 
ministration of the Government. This would 
give the importers sufficient notice to regulate their 
business. The preseat bill going into operation 
in two or three weeks, would have the effect of 
making the fortunes of some, and ruining those 
who were not prepared for it. 

The amendment was opposed by Messrs. PRES- 
TON and BERRIEN, and negatived—ayes 11, 
noes, 30, as iollows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Calhoun, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Pierce, Wright, and Young—11. 
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NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, 
Huntington, Ker; Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, 
Tappan, Whitr, and Woodbury—30. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to sirike out in the Ist 
section, the articles excepted from duty, and insert 
a provision excepting the list cf articles contained 
in the 5th section of the compromise act. 

After some remarks from Mr. CALHOUN, 
stating that the intention of the amendment was to 
maintain inviolate the compromise act, and further 
remarks from Messis. EVANS and CLAY, Mr. 
CALHOUN withdrew the amendinent, with the 
intention of hereafter renewing it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he hoped- his amend- 
ment, proposing a repeal of the act of the 14th Ju- 
ly, 1832, would be taken up now. He had suffer- 
ed so much from his good nature in withholding 
his amendment to oblige, that he should be more 
careful hereafter. The amendment of Mr. B. was 
to repeal all laws admitting railroad ircn free of 
duty, and fixing a duty of 20 per cent. thereon. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON withdrew an amendment 
which he had offered, limiting the operation of the 
Jaw until after the year 1842; when 

Mr. BERRIEN moved an amendment that the 
repeal should not go into effect until after the 3d 
March, 1843. 

Mr. BUCHANAN having already said so much 
on the subject of railroad iron, would now confine 
himself to a very ‘ew remarks. He considered 
the act of the 14th July, 189%, a'lowing a draw- 
back of the duties imposed on this iron in favor of 
States and incorporated companies, to be unjust to- 
wards the great body of the people and destructive 
of the jast claim of Pennsyivania to enjoy a fair 
equality with her sister Siates. He thought that on 
every principle of just legislation it out to be im- 
mediately repealed without any exception what- 
ever, unless it might be in iavor such Siates 
and companies had already issued orders for rail- 
road iron which had not yet reached the United 
States. 

Bat the act was on the statute book—it was not 
limited in point of time, asit ought to have been, 
to a certain number of years; and, under such cir- 
cumstances, he would be compelied to yield a por- 
tion of that which he believed to be strict justice, 
and to except what he could obtain. Necessity 
had no law; and he feared, from the vote in the 
Senate when the subject was last before it, he could 
do no better for the interest which he represented 
than to accept the amendment as now modified by 
the Senator from Georgia (Mr. Berrien.] It fixed 
a time, the 3d March, 1843, beyond which this act 
would no longer exist: and, in the mean time, it 
impesed a «uty of twenty per cent. ad valorem, 
not subject to drawback, on the importation of ali 
railroad iron, except in favor of those railroads the 
construction of which had been already com- 
menced by States or corporations. He accepted 
this amendment only because he felt that he could 
do no better. 

After some farther remarks from Messrs. KING, 
CUHBERT, and CAL HOUN, the question was 
taken on the amendment as amended, and decided 
in the affirmative. The amendment was in the 
following words: 


“Seo. 5. And be it further enacted, That the act entitled 
‘An act to release from aaa iron prepared for, and actually 
laid on railways or inclined planes,’ approved 14th July, 1832, 
be and the same is hereby repealed, and there shall 
be laid, collected and paid on such iron hereafter im- 
ported, a duty of twenty per cent. ad valorem. Provided, 
that such repeai shall not operate, nor shall such du- 
ties be imposed on any railroad iron, which shall be imported 
under the provisions of the said act prior to the third day of 
March, 1843, and laid down on any railroad, or inclined planes, 
of which the construction has been already commenced, and 
which shall be necessary to complete the same.” 

Mr. PRESTON moved an amendment, to ex! 
empt from duty paintings and statuaries, the pro- 


ductions of American artists abroad; which was 
adopted. 

Mr. EVANS moved to strike out “cloves” from 
the free articles; which was adopted. 

Mr. WOODBURY moved to strike out the fifth 
seciion of the bill; which was car 

Mr. W. moved an amendment to levy a duty of 





twenty per cent. on low priced wouls; which was 
rejec'ed 

Mr. W. offered an amendment providing that 
when woo! of different qualities is imported in the 
same package, and any part is worth more than 
eight cents per pound, that part shall pay a duty of 
twenty per cent ad valorem; which was adopted. 

Mr. KER moved an amendment providing that 
circulating libraries which are net incorporated 
shall have the same privilege of importing books 
free of duty as incorporated associations for literary 
purposes have; which was rejected. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE moved a provision to ad- 
mit free of duty bocks for State or legislative li- 
braries; which was rejected. 

*Mr. TALLMADGE moved to insert “grease” 
among the free articles. He presented a letter, 
which was read, showing the great importance 
and extensive use of this article in the marufacture 
of soap. 

After some conversation, the amendment was 
rejected—yeas 17, nays 29. 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, eptember 6, 1841. 

The journal of Saturday having been read— 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that it be so corrected as to conform 
to the fact, that the resolution of Mr. J. C. CLarx in relation to 
stationery was so modified on his (Mr. B’s) suggestion as to 
provide that no further stationery should be purchased until af- 
ter the meeting of the next sessien of Congress, and not until 
after the select committee shall have reported, as erroneously 
stated on the Journal. 

And the Journal, having heen thus amended, wasapproved. 

Mr. IRVIN, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that the committee had examined the bill to provide for piacing 
the Statute of Washington by Grenough in the Rotundo of the 
Capitol; and the bill giving the franking privilege to the wi- 
dow of the late Presidentof the United States, General Wao. 
If. Harrison, and had found the same to be correct. 

Whereupon the said bills received the signature of the 
Speaker. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia asked the consentof the House to be 
allowed to offer certain resolutions adopted by a large and re- 


spectable meeting of the Democratic party of the county of 


Amelia, in the State of Virginia. 

Mr. J. said that, insubmitting these resolutions, he would for. 
bear to present, in detail, the opinions entertained by the meet- 
ing upon the impertant subjects that had engaged the attention 
of Cengress at this extraordinary session; but would content 
himself with saying that nearly the whole batch of measures 
which had been introduced and acted upon at the present ses- 
sion receivediheir decided condemnation. 

That the veto of the Bank bill by the President was regarded 
by the meeting aa indicative ofa determina'ion on his part to 
conducthis Administration in conformity with the true princi 
ples of the Constitution, as understood and hitherto expounded 
by himself, in common with the fathers of the Republican nar- 
ty, andin sustaining these principles they tendered to the Pre- 
sident their cordial co-operation and support. 

The meeting also tendered their thanks to the Republican 
party in Congress, and to the Republican portion of the Whig 
party, for theirable and patriotic defence of the true principles 
of the Constitution 

The resolutions were received and laid upon the table. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO asked leave to offer a resolution (which 
was read for information, but amongst so much noise that the 
Reporter could scarcely hear any thing of it) allowing cox- 
pensation to William Smith, the contestant of the seat of Mr. 
Linn Banks, &c. 

Objection being made, the resolution was not received. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, certain papers relating to the 
case of Lieut. Murray were withdrawn from the files of the 
House. 

Mr. SUMMERS, chairman of the select committee hereto- 
fore appointed on the contingent expenses of the House, re- 
porter! the following resolution: ; 7 ; 

Resolved, ‘That the special committee ‘appointed to investi- 
gate the expenditures from the contingent fund of the House of 
Representatives have leave to report by bill or otherwise at the 
next session #f Congress. 

Mr. 8. said that he felt it due tothe members of the commit- 
tee to state, that immediately after the adoption of the resolu- 
tion under which they were appeinted, they entered upon the 
discharge of the duties assignedthem. Communications were 
addressed to the several officers of the House havins control, 
either directly or indirectly, of the contingent fund, and their an- 
swers to Various interrogatories were required. The exami- 
nations in the Clerk’s Office were laborious, and much time 
was necessary to the preparation of the tabular information 
called for by the committee. When the Clerk’s report was 
received by the committee, the session of the House had so 
far progressed as to justify the belief ofan early adjournment, 
leaving to the committee not sufficient time for such an inves- 
tigation of the mattersubmitted to them as would be satisfac- 
tory to themselves orto the House. He himeelf had been con- 
stantly engaged on the Committee of Elections, and his col- 
leagues on the Committee of Investigation ha! also been em- 
barrassed by their laborson others committees. Had they, how 
ever, supposed that the session ef Congress would have con- 
tinued to the present time, they would have endeavored to 
have reported fully on this important subject. The resolution 
now offered, he said. simply proposed the continuance over of 
the committee until the next session, in order that they micht 
report. All the materials were in possession of the committee 
and all they wished was time to fit it for the action of the 
House. 

Mr. 8. said the committee had found the field in which they 
had been engaged an ample one, imperiously requiring the 
hand of retrenchment and reform. © expenditures from the 





contingent fund had been in many respects wasteful and extra- 
vagant, and he hopedall woul’ unite in correcting them. As 
to the stationery furnished for the use of the House, much dif. 
ference of opinion existed in relation to the best mode of pro- 
viding and distributing itamong the members. Some were ia 
favor of cutting it off altogether, and leaving the members of 
the House to furnish themselves. Others preierred supplying 
a fixed and limited quantity, while some proposed paying to 
each member @ specific sum, in money, by way of commuta- 
tion, in lieu of stationery. These various schemes would all 
be duly considered by the committee, should the present reso- 
lution be adopted, and some permanent and useful reform, as 
he hoped, be concurred in. That the House might see that re- 
form tn this department was needed, he would, without going 
into details, cali its attention to the following statement of ex- 
penditures from the contingent fund, as to the two articles of 
printing and stationery, for the last three Congresses: 
Twenty-fourth Congress, 1836 and 1837. 
: . . . - $148,288 39 
Ml27 47 
S17 2415 86 
Twenty-fifth Congress, 1838 and 1839. 
. . . . : 217,694 44 


73,486 96 
$291,171 3 
Twenty-sizth Congress, 1340, and to 3let May, 1841 
Printing - . ° - - 999,664 40 
Stationery 58,606 76 


; ; 658,171 16 
As a part of the stationery expenditures of the 25th Congress, 


Mr. 8. stated, the committee had found the following among 
other items 


83,700 quills : 
483 groce steel pens - 


Printing 
Siationery 


Printing 
Siauonery 





- $3,952 12 


. - 4569 39 
15 barrels of ink . . . 628 50 
Making pens formembers~— - - 476 % 


Mr. 8S stated the estimate furnished by the Clerk of the 
House to the Commitiee of Ways and Means of the expenees 
for stationery forthe next session was $15,000; which was a 
great reduction, though he thought still oo high. The resolu- 
uion adopted on Saturday forbid the Clerk to purchase any paper 
until after the commencement of the next session, and he hoped 
the committee would be able to make full report before any 
further purchase would be necessary. 

Mr. WATTERSON moved to amend the resolution by add- 
ing thereto the following instructions: 

“And that said committee be instructed to inquire into the pro- 
priety of directing the postmaster of the House to keep the sta- 
tionery account of every member during each session of Con- 
gress.”’ 

Mr. S. then accepted the instructions offered by Mr. Warrsn:- 
SON, asa modification of his own resolution. 

Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. PRIGGS, W. 
W. IRWIN, and McKAY participated, 

Wher. the question was taken, and the reeolution, as modified, 
was adopted 

CONTESTED ELECTION FROM FLORIDA. 

Mr. HALSTED, chairman of the Committee on Elections, 
desired to inquire of the Delegate from Florida (Mr. Levy) whe- 
ther he had made his election to be heard by counsel. I so, Mr. 
H. desired to offora resoluuon 

(Nors.—The question involved in this case is, whether Mr. 
Levy, the sitting Delegate from Florida, is, under any law or 
treaty, a citizen of the United States, 

On this point, Mr. Hausrep, from the Committee of Elections, 
had heretof>re made a report, which coucludes with the follow- 
Ing resolution: 

“Resolved, That Davin Levy, Eeq. is not a citizen of the 
United States, in pursuance of any law or treaty thereof, and 
that, therefore, the said Davip Levy, Esq. ia not entitled toa 
seat in the House of Representatives as Delegate from the Ter- 
ritory of Florida to the 27th Congress.’’} 

Mr. LEVY said he was not in the House on Saturday when 

the resolution fixing this as the day for the trial of his right was 
adopted. He had been accidentally absent. He had been in- 
formed by the foreman of the printing establishment at which 
the report and documents had been printed, that they would 
not be laid on the tables of the members until eleven o’clock on 
Saturday. He(Mr. L.) had, therefore, not been in great baste 
to reach the House, where he chanced to arrive a few minutes 
after the resolution had been adopted, He would like to have 
had an opportunity of being heard as to whether there wasany 
necessity for fixing on so immediate a day for a decision. He 
asked the attention of the House to hiscase. It was one of deep 
importance to himself, personally and politically, and one 
which he could not readily believe this House would press so 
harshly to a decision. It was his intention to ask the House to 
postpone the consideration of the case until the next session of 
Congress, for reasons which he should now proceed to state, 
aud which it seemed to him what no just mind and notfeeling 
heart could resist. 
Mr. L. then went at length into a statement of his reasons for 
asking the postponement. He was very imperfectly heard by 
the Reporter throughout the whole of them, but a general idea 
of their purport may be gathered from what follows: 

The committee, he said, proposed not only to vacate h's 

seat, but to denationalize him, and place him beyond the palecf 
their society; to thrust him forth on the wide world without al- 
legiance any where—without union with any community—to 
leave him without the fellowship of any social compact on 
earth. This was not a proceeding which this House should 
adopt rashly; it was not a proceeding which should be adopted 
hastily or without deliberation and a {ull conviction of its ne- 
ceasity. 
Mr. L ‘contended, in the first place, that noaction should take 
place now, because we were at the heel of an exhausting summer 
session, when there was great indifference as to what was go- 
ing on, and great impatience to return home. And the case 
was one requiring the calmeat deliberation—invoiving, as it 
did, not only questions of fact, but principles of the deepest im- 
portaice, not only to him and the people he represented, but to 
the cause of good government in the nation. 

From his earliest youth he had been amongst us and one of 
us. Hecame here to represen: the people of Florida, elected 
duly and indisputably to represent them. He could not per- 
mit the Case to pass without making every effurt which justice 
might require to sustain his ts. He came here resting upon 
the decistons and judgments of our own courts and officers, ag 
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to his right to participate in the privileges and immunities of 
a'citizen: Heteame hee resting upon the declaration of his 
father, made in 1822, thai he was an inhabitant of Florida at 
the time of the cession, and entitfed toall the privileges and 
immunities guarantied under the sixth article of the treaty be 
tween Spain and the United States. And le came here rely- 
ing on the ascer’:inment of that fact by tribunal appointed 
by the United Siates, for the supreme government of that 
errttory, and which issued, upor. that ascertaiament, a certifi- 
Cate Of Citizenship, which was forwarded to the Government, 
and placed on file in the Staic Department. He rested not 
Only on the continued exercise of citizenship from that time, 
but on the solemn and unanimous decision of the highes jucica- 
ew composed of men ofthe highest character and 
on. 

ie had come here, and had found himself met by a remon- 
strance—a voluntary offidavit made two years ago, unauthenti- 
cated, unsustained by testimony; and also by newspaper para- 
graphs and editorials marked round, not for the purpose of 
roving facts, but for the purpose of making an eflect. 
e had held himself on his teserved rights unul there 
should be a sufficient ground upon which to base the 


Mr. L. then went at some length into the proceedings of the 
Committee on Elections, into a statement of his own course 
there, and into the decision of the committee—arguing there- 
from that time had not been allowed to him to present his case 
fairly and fully; that any decision made at this time must be 
onesided—that it must be based upon the testimony of perso- 
nal, bitter, malignant enemies, who were here to pursue this 
matter, and to pursue hin to destruction, whiist his own wit- 
nesses were a thousand miles off. It might be asked why he had 
Roteent forthem? To this he would reply, that the mail from 
this city to Bt. Augustine wok ten to fourteen days in trans- 
mission; thata month would have been required to hear from 
thence; and that, at the time the necessity to produce 
Witnesses =become apparent to him, no man supposed 
that the session would have been protracted as it has been. 

The commitiee had determined to rest the case upon the issue 
ofinhabitancy He felt assured thata case of inhabitancy, with- 
in the meaning of the treaty, could be presented; and he asked 
the House to allow him time and opportunity to present it, as he 
fet confident he coald. But, without a postponement, in was 
impossible he could present the case clearly 

Mr. L. alluded to passing observations, made on former days 
by Mr. Stanty and Mr. }!aLsrep, in relation to the New Jer- 
sey case, and deprecated, in the most earnest manner, any invo- 
cation of party feeling, or any allusion to the excited scenes of 
the New Jersey contest, which could only result in prejudice 
to him, and in preventing a just and impartial decision of his 

case. 

Mr. L. conclude: by offering the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Davin Levy, the returned Delegate frora 
the Territory of Florida, be allowed until the first Monday of 
December next to procure testimony to prove his right to the 
seat hs now occupies, ae Delegate from said Territory. 

And daotlecstion being on the adoption of this resolution— 

Mr, HALSTED commenced by saying that he felt it due to 
himself, as well as the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. 
STANLY,}] to disclaim the remarks alleged to have been made 
by them on a former occasion by the gentleman from Florida, 
(Mr. Levy.) Ifthe gentleman had been present, he would not 
now have attributed such language to them. It would appear, 
from the remarks of the gentleman, that they had attempted to 
invoke in this case party prejudices and party feelings against 
him. He (Mr. H.) had been acted in his conduct by no other 
motives towards him than those of justice and right. Me had 
offered a resolution to allow the gentl>man from Florida to be 
heard, because he wished ty place him ina right light before 
this House, to give him an opportunity to read the evidence, 
and also to preventa hae'y and hurried decision of this case. 
He held that, sitting here, the members of this House were sit- 
tiug in ajudicial capacity, and were to decide this case accord- 
ing to the law and the evidence, and were not to be operated 
upon by party feeling or party prejudices. 

But he would now proceed to the consideration of the reso 
lution upon the table. What was it? It was an application 
to postpone this case until the next session. And what were 
the grounds upon which the gentleman based that applica- 
tion? He said, in the first place, that at this last stage of 
the session, it was impossible to do the case justice; that Con- 
gress had been sitting for many months, and members were 
worn down with fatigue of body and mind, and consequently 
were disabled from going into an investigation of the matter 
at this time. He (Mr. H.) was of the opinion that, as genile- 
men had not been so closely confined to business within the last 
few days, they had suffic‘ently recovered from th» fatigue they 
had undergone to enable them to dispose of this case. He 
thought, then, that this was an appropriate time to act on it. 
But the gentleman had said that this wasa very important case 
to him. So it was to the citizens of Florida. “ The genuleman 
seemed to think nobedy’s rights were involved except hisown. 
What is the question here?) Was he an alien, or was he not? 
He (Mr. H.)-understood that the evidence proved that he was, 
at this time, a subject of the King of Denmark; that he had ne- 
ver thrown off his allegiance to that sovereign. The gentleman 
did not allege that he could prove he was an inhabitant of Flo- 
rida on the 17th Ju'y, 1821. 

Mr Hf. contended that the reason given by the gentleman for 
&@ postponement of the case was not sufficient to induce the 
House to accede to his request. The gentleman had not 
named a single witness that he could bring forward to prove 
his case. Was not this House sitting here to decide the case 
between the gentleman on the one side and the citizens of Fio- 
rida on the other? And was not the effect of his application 
to deny the citizens of Fiorida a representative on this floor? 
If it was postponed till next session, it might not be decided, 

erhaps, for many months, and thus would the people be so 
ong unrepresented. Mr. H. next proceeded to notice some of 
the allusions and animadversions of Mr. Levy in reference to 
the course pursued by the Commitiee on Elections, and to 
defend their conduct as being strictly fair and impartial in 
every respect towards that gentleman, to whom they had af- 
forded every opportunity and indulgence in the hearing of his 
cas’. The gentleman said thathe relied upon the certificate 
of naturalization obtained by his father in 1821, and that that 
was conclusive, and he also relied on the decision of the court 
of Florida in 1840, as conclusive in his favor. Then why, he 
(Mr. H.) would ask, should the gentueman wish for the 
Postponement of the case till the next session, under 
Wiese and other circumstances referred to be him? He 
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(Mr. TL) should have thought that the gentleman had 
adduced the strongest reason why it ought not to be 
postponed; and the very fact that he desired a postpone- 
ment must be satisiactory evidence that he dare not rely upon 
the testimony he had oddeced Besides, the gentleman had 
not undertaken to show that he could obtain any additional evi- 
dence material to his case. The charge that he was an alien 
had been made three years ago, and had been reiterated also 
during the last canvass. Now, when a charge of this kind was 
made, 80 seriovs in its consequences as the gentleman to-day 
seemed to consider 41, why had he sat still under it for three 
years and not attempted to deny the allegation. Afier referring 
to several other facts in the case, Mr. H. concluded with say- 
ing that he did not think the gentleman hadany right to under- 
take to show, as he had done, that the decision of the commit- 
tee was unjust, He would assume, for the ‘sake of the argu- 
ment, that the committee were wrong, but that was no reason 
why the case should be postponed. He hoped the House 
would not agree to any such proposition. 

Mr. McKEON remarked that he was at a loss whether to 
take part in this discussion or not. He was fearful that any 
suggestion from him micht harm rather than benefit the sitt wg 
member. If party feeling was permitted to operate he (Mr. 
McK.) knew that any support the delegate from Florida might 
receive from the interference of the minority would notaid his 
application. Yethe could not believe that this question, or the 
rights of the delegate of the people of the Territory, would be 
made a test of party allegiance. Higher and more honorable 
motives would actuate us, sitting here as judges in this matter, 
The delegate asks for a postponement until the next session, 
and he trusted that the House would notdeny the request. The 
situation of the case bore some resemblance to a judicial pro- 
ceeding, as stated by the chairman of the Committee on Elec- 
tio.s, (Mr. Haustep,} and for that reason that gentleman was 
disposed to apply to it the strict rules of a judicial tribunal on 
the postponement of a cause. He (Mr. McK.) was disposed to 
believe that ifthe chairman of that committee was onthe bench 
of a cvurt, he would not hesitate to postpone a case if presented 
to him under the circumstanees this was presented now to the 
House. It was anapplication on the part of a party to post- 
pone the trial of a cause because he wished time to examine 
witnesses. The chairman of the committee asks, Who ever 
heard of a trial being postponed after it had commenced? Ra- 
ther than injustice should be done, a postponement will be 
granted. I can imagine sucha case as a witness suddenly taken 
sick—a juror unable to hear the case. The cause would then 
necessarily be postponed. But here the trial has not commen- 
ced. We are about to proceed with the case, when a request 
is made for further time; andon grounds which, to my judg- 
ment, are satisfactory. In a court of law, if, after driving a 
party to trial, youdo him injustice, he can apply for a new 
trial, on the ground of improper testimony admitted, the refusal 
of the judge to admit proper testimony, ornewly discovered 
evidence. There are various reasons for granting new trials 
when justice has been done; butin this case, when once the 
case is decided, there isno appeal from the decision of this 
House. ‘here can be no newtrial. A new election will be 
orderel. And if any wrong be done to the delegate you can- 
not remedy the injustice you have perpetrated. Should we 
not hesitate before we lecide that he must proceed to his de- 
fence at this time? I beg members to turn to page forty-two 
of the report of the committee. I will read the delegate’s ap- 
plication for a postponement of the case, as presented to the 
committee on the 30th of Angust: 

“The undersigned desires a continuance of the question of 
his qualification to hold a seat as Deiegate in Congress, be- 
cause, by the resolution of the committee on yesterday, in which 
they decide to go behind the record of proceedings had before 
the Mayor and acting Governor of Florida in 1822, under the 
ordnance No.3 of Governor Jackson, the fact of the inhabitan- 
cy of Moses E. Levy, within the meaning of the treaty, in the 
year 1821, is opened, and it is impossible for the undersigned to 
investigate the subject and prepare the facts for submission to 
the committee in a manner likely to secure him justice here, 
and at this time, for the following reasons, to wit: 

“Ist. That the facts connected with the question occurred 
twenty years ago, ata time when he wasa child, and ina dis- 
tant part of the country, (Florida,) where the undersigned 
would have to go to seek the necessary proofs. 

21, That the undersigned, considering himself to be in pos- 
session, by the certificates of Forbes an’ acting Governor Wor- 
thington, of conclusive evidence of the inhabitancy of Moses E. 
Levy in Florida at the time of the cession, has not taken pains to 
go beyond the record of that proceeding in informing himself 
upon that poiat, and will have now to commence his investiga- 
tioa. “D. LEVY, Delegate from Florida.” 

This is the petition of the party interested in the eause, 
which satisfies me that in this matter Ae does not deem it safe 
to proceed to trial without an opportunity of producing tes- 
timony on a point which he did not expect he would be under 
the necessity of proving. The decision of the committee on 
the 29th of August last, that they would go behind certain re- 
cords, opened an entirely new field of examination. The case, 
from being a pure question of law, as the delegate deemed it 
to be, resolved itself into a question of fact—that fact being 
whether or not his father was an inhabitant of Florida at a cer- 
tain point of time? Whatcourt, after a demurrer had been de- 
cided, would compel the party against whom the demurrer 
was decided, to go trial within a day or two after the decisivn, 
when that party made affidavit that he had not had sufficient 
time to prepare for trial? that he wanted time to prepare the 
facts for submission in a manner likely to secure him 
justice? And this is the delegate’s statement to us; and that if 
only time should be given to go to acertain portion of the 
State, and haviug an opportunity of producing testimony, 
justice would be done. The delegate in this case had a 
right to suppose his case was strong. The record evi- 
dence he produced he deemed sufficient, and such as would 
secure his right to aseat. It is admitted that he is nota na- 
tive boin citizen ofthe United States; but he claims to a be citi- 
zen under the treaty of 22d February, 1819, between the United 
States and Spain, in relation to Florida. That treaty made his 
fatheracitizen. The delegate supposed the question also set- 
tledas to his father’s citizenship by the certificate of Governor 
Worthington, acting under General Jackson’s ordinance as to 
obtaining certificates of citizenship. The return of Governor 
Worthington tothe State Department, in 1822, shows Mr. Le- 
vy's father’s name as a Citizen. {Page 15, Committee’s Re- 
port.) The delegate (Mr. Levy) has been elected a member of 
the Legislative Council of Florida, and elected _a member of 
the Convention to framethe Constitution of the Territory. The 


question of his citizenship had been raised in the higheet court 
in the Territory, and decided in his favor. He obtained from 
the State Department a certificate of citizenship, when he wag 
about to visit a foreign country. The Attorney General of the 
United States had given his opinion in favor of the citizenship of 
Mr. Levy. Endorsing all these records and opinions—the re 
eords of the judicial and legislative bodies of the Territory, and 
the Executive Department of the United States—he presents 
the credentials of his being elected by a majority of the people 
of the Territory. No one appears here claiming his seat. He 
certainly cannot be charged with carelessness or negligence, 
He supposed he was completely armed, but the decision of 
the committee to go behind all the documents and records, 
throws open the whole case and requires at his hands an ex- 
amination into facts. It is almost like the case of an alien 
producing his certificate of naturalization. He sup it 
conclusive, and you refuse to allow him time to prove his right 
by witnesses. I cannot believe the House wishes to do this 
wrong. Let me inquire what would have been thought of the 
Supreme Court of the State of New York if they had com 
pelled McLeod to go to trial immediately on the decision of the 
question submitted to that tribunal? McLeod’s counsel pre. 
sented their case in the shape of affidavits and records of the 
Executive Departments of a portion of the British Empire. 
McLeod rested his cause on the law presented by these papers, 
The court decided law against him, and order him to go before 
a jury and try the issues of fact which arise in the case. Would 
itnot have been deemed monstrous, cruel in the extreme, if this 
examination had been denied him? In the case before us the 
committee decide the questions of law against the sitting dele- 
gate, and, if I understood him, he thinks if you give him a 
postponement he will satisfy you on the facts. I will submit 
the offer which he now makes, and hope it will be satisfactoy to 
the majority of this House. Thereare in this case very impor- 
tant questions of law, interesting not only to the sitting del . 
gate, but to the people of the Territory and of the Union. M 
own impression is, that, even if he be an alien, still, under the 
law regulating the election of a delegate from the Territory, he 
is entitled tohis seat. The only restriction in that law on the 
people of the Territory is, that they shall elect as their dele- 
gatearesident for twelve months in the Territery. (Act of 
1823, sec. 15.) The restriction is simply under a statutory, not 
constitutional provision. However, others may require evi- 
dence of this delegate’s being entitled to citizenship. To prove 
that point, they must give him time. To show how improper 
it would be to force him to trial now, because he should have 
known this question woulg be raised of his nativity and citizen- 
ship, let me refer to a cas€ familiar to myself. Although a na 
tive born New Yorker, at each election that some of us have 
appeared as candidates, it was a common subject of discussion 
whether I was born in this country or not. Under the rule of 
the chairman of the committee, this must be constructive no- 
tice to me that [should be prepared to prove my nativity and 
right to aseatin this House. I trust this is not to be the rule, 
that every man must take constructive notice that he must be 
prepared to defend himself at all points raised during the ex 
citement of an election, Let us lean in favor of, not against 
this Delegate’s claim. I confess my sympathies are with him 
under the circumstances we find him placed in—distressing, I 
may say harrowing, as they must be to any man imbued with 
a spark of filial feeling. 

At the close of his remark, Mr. McK. offered the following 
statement from Mr. Levy, which was appended to the resolu- 
tion above given: 

“The undersigned states to the House of Representatives that 
he has a well grounded expectation of being able to maintain 
by sufficient proofs the right of Moses E. Levy to the benefit of 
the 6th article of the treaty between Spain and the United 
States, of the 22d February, 1819, as an inhabitant of Florida; 
and of the right of the undersigned, through his father, the sai 
Moses E. Levy, to the enjoyment of the privileges of citizen- 
ship of the United States. He therefore desires a postpone- 
ment of the consideration of his case, as proposed in the resolu- 
tion submitted this morning; being well assured that the House 
cannot do justice to the question before it in the present condi- 
tion of the testimony. D. LEVY. 

“September 6, 1841.” : 

Mr. GAMBLE, (a member of the Committee on Elections,) 
after replying toremarks which had been made in relation to 
the proceedings in committee, went into the facts of the case, 
and contended that he saw no good reason why its consideration 
should be postponed; but said that he should not be displeased 
if it were so, because if there were any error in that, it 
would be an error in faver of the sitting member, towards 
whom healways desired to show the greatest consideration 
compatible with justice and right. : 

Mr. LEVY said that he would state in reply to the gentle- 
man from Georgia that he closed his case because the commit- 
tee decided that they would not give him time to eollect 
testimony, and he had no testimony here. Afier 
this a gentleman opportunely arrived here who was - 
nizant of the fact that his father was an inhabitant of Flori 
at the time of its transfer to the United States, and he asked 
for the case to be opened that he might obtain and file that tes- 
timony. The gentleman was entirely mistaken if he supposed 
that he intended to arraign the committee. On the contrary they 
had his thanks for the indulgences 7 had grantedhim. The 
gentleman was still more mistaken if he supposed that he (Mr. 
intended to procure testimony to impeach that of his father. 
He was incapable of asking for a continuance for any such pur- 
pose. So far from it, the testimony tha he intended to pro- 
cure would strengthen that part of his father’s testimony which 
made in his favor. ; 

Mr. WISE said that he should not attempt to go into the me- 
rits of this case, for two reasons. The first waa, that from the 
form in which it came up from the Committee of Elections, it 
was impossible (o go into its merits; and secondly, it was im- 
proper at this time, when the question was simply on a post- 
ponement, to discuss the merits of the case, as the gentleman 
from Georgia had done. This was aaey S case of demurrer, 
which the comniittee had decided against Mr. Levy; and it was 
well known that alter a court has decided against a demurrer, 
the question is still open as to facts. Now, when did the com: 
mittee decide the points submitted by Mr. Levy? Why, on the 
29h of August last. Every lawyer knew that the decision of 
the preliminary question of law was only a decision that the 
parties shall be put upon a trial of the facts. Now, how far 
was it to Florida, and how long would it take to get testimony 
from there? Theadverse party had brought up such witnesses 
as they could findin this city. They had given Mr. Levy nouce 
that they would take a deposition here on the Lith wJt. and also 











